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From Our Chair and Director 
 

Telling our story through our patron’s stories… 
 
Many ask us, ―What goes on in the Library these days?‖ ―Do people still  

come to the Library, and why?‖ We thought we would ask some of our 

thousands of patrons to answer these questions. So this year in our  

annual report we give you our story through just a few of our patrons’ 

stories.  

 

We hope you enjoy the stories on these pages. We think they do,   

indeed, characterize the essence of our mission and are an excellent  

representation of how Rhode Islanders of all ages and backgrounds turn  

to Providence Public Library . . . 

  

. . . to explore, discover, and connect for a lifetime of education. 

Dale Thompson 
Director 

William S. Simmons 
Chair 
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Once a Teacher, Now a Student at the Library 
 
As an elementary school teacher for seven years in her native Cape Verde (San Nicolas Island),  

Margarida Monteiro has a great appreciation for a good teacher and a valuable education. And, like  

all students in the Rhode Island Family Literacy Initiative’s (RIFLI) adult literacy program based at  

Providence Public Library, she has wasted no time in making the most of all the opportunities offered  

at the Library through the program and its dedicated instructors. 

 
With two years of literacy classes completed and plans to continue in advanced level classes, Margarida  

is looking to begin the process of getting her GED (High School Equivalency Diploma) in the coming 

year. After that, she hopes to go on with further studies, maybe to become a teacher or nurse here.  

Ultimately, she will seek U.S. citizenship. 

―The RIFLI program 
has helped me so much. I 
am very thankful. I have 
come so far…I can now 
speak English and write 
it. I have been able to  
apply for and get jobs. 
There are a world of   
opportunities for me now. 
Most of  all, I am grateful 
for wonderful teachers like 
Miss Amanda (Duffy), 
who has also been a friend 
I will not forget.‖ 
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Rhode Island Family Literacy Initiative... 
 

...seeks to equip adult immigrants with the literacy skills necessary for upward  
mobility, engaged citizenship, strong families and lifelong learning. This year, 204 
adults and 45 children were served by RIFLI, while 19 students became U.S. citizens. 
RIFLI students — 70 percent of whom are women and 76 percent who are between 
25 and 59 — come from more than 40 countries, from Argentina to Vietnam. 



Telling His Stories, Helping Everyone to Remember 
 

He was never a writer in school, but in his retirement Dr. Ed Iannuccilli* turned to the written word with 

a purpose….to record his memories, the stories of his youth. The spark came one day while recounting his 

family’s celebration of the Christmas Eve Vigil to his oldest son. He realized how dear this and other 

memories – the stories from his youth – were and how important they are for passing down knowledge, 

values and meaningful traditions from one generation to the next. The result was his first book: Growing Up 

Italian: Grandfather’s Fig Tree and Other Stories, and a second one soon to be published. Dr. Ed confesses, 

―I’m blessed with a pretty good memory, lots of old photos, and a healthy, 90-plus year-old aunt who 

helped me out along the way.‖ 

 
While he generally sticks to mining his own memories – many just everyday experiences – he admits that 

he doesn’t always recall all the details or facts exactly, and that his greater goal is to inspire others who read 

his tales to supplant his details with their own, likewise, reliving and sharing their own youth and memories 

for posterity.  

Information Service... 
Our librarians helped patrons with 33,756 reference questions. In addition, the     
Special Collections librarian welcomed many visitors and assisted numerous  
researchers, students and patrons with general and specific information requests. 

―So, this is where I’m very grateful  
for the historical resources and  

wonderful reference librarians at  
Providence Public Library helping  

immeasurably – providing certain key 
pieces of  information about places  
and events that serve to make my  

stories real for everyone.‖  

* Dr. Iannuccilli is a member of the  
PPL Foundation Board of Trustees. 
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Part of the Library Learning Community 
 

Having recently come from the corporate world and choosing to stay at home with her new son,            

Ari Webster sought an opportunity to meet and spend time with other moms while her three-month-    

old son Winston got the benefit of interacting with other young children in a learning environment.  

She found just what she needed in the Providence Public Library’s weekly Lapsit Story Time program.  

Further, Ari relates that she and Winston also gain much more than early literacy from the constantly 

growing Library community. 

Early Childhood Literacy Learning... 
Our early childhood, school age and young adult programs more than doubled in 
number and attendance this year. There were 3,817 attendees at 396 children’s       
programs, while 117 attended 7 young adult programs. 
 
Additionally, more than 5,000 classroom-use items were borrowed by area schools 
and teachers and early childhood caregivers borrowed approximately 300 Learning 
and Reading Kits (LARKs) for use with school children statewide. 

―I’ve found the Lapsit program such a positive experience, and the Library staff  to be so 
knowledgeable. I’m so pleased with the wonderful impact it has had on Winston’s develop-
ment. He loves learning new words and songs; he 
honestly plays with and enjoys books as much as  
he does his other toys. We all look forward to the    
program and spending time together, comparing  
experiences with our children and sharing news. 
And, Miss Anne has been such a friend and 
mentor to all the moms…she’s a household name! 
We tend to ask her all kinds of  questions relat-
ing to different aspects of  our children’s develop-
ment and we get so much good information.‖ 
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On a Quest to “Put the Story Together” 
 

It all started with a recent move to a new home. That’s when Dr. J. Stanley Cobb, Professor Emeritus of           

Marine Biology at the University of Rhode Island, decided it was finally time to learn the whole story about  

a small collection of whaling gear and artifacts (including three harpoons, a lance, and two oars – one 21 

feet) which had been in his family for nearly a century. The short story – that the items had belonged to     

his grand-father – seemed inadequate now that they had been formally adopted by his children, the next  

generation, and taken to a new home. So he set out to produce a complete record. 

 
On a recent visit to PPL’s Special Collections Department for one more look at some material in the    

Nicholson Whaling Collection*, Dr. Cobb summarized his historical quest, nearly complete. 

The Paul C. Nicholson Whaling Collection... 
* Housed in PPL’s Special Collections, the Paul C. Nicholson Whaling Collection   
is the second largest whaling logbook collection in America. Mr. Paul C. 
Nicholson, the son of the founder of the world-renowned Nicholson File 
Company, bequeathed his collection to the Library in 1956. In addition to 
more than 750 manuscript logbooks describing more than 1,000 whaling    
voyages and several thousand printed books on whaling, the collection also 
contains scrimshaw, a narwhal tusk, three harpoons, a harpoon gun, prints and 
photographs, and ship models. Much of the collection is available online. 

―It seemed fitting that we all should know more about these items and how they came into 
my grandfather’s possession, and I’m quite satisfied with all I’ve learned – more than I could 

have imagined. What         
a wonderful experience    
doing this kind of        
research has been,  
thoroughly enjoyable.  
Everyone here at PPL 
and at every stop along 
the way has been so  
generous with their  
knowledge. They’ve  
enabled me to put the 
whole story together   
and I am so grateful.‖ 
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Reading and sharing… 
 

When she first took her three-year-old daughter Margaret to PPL’s Cradle to Crayons program,  

Syntyche (Syndy to friends) Mashamba had some basic goals in mind. A single mom trying to  

prepare her daughter for pre-school, she was looking for something to do with Margaret where they  

could interact with other children and families. Syndy relates, ―Miss Bonnie and Miss Anne were so  

welcoming. We became a part of this whole new family. Margaret was so excited to come to the Library 

each week. By the time the summer began, she was doing so well with her new friends that we decided  

to enroll in the summer reading program and even signed up to try to read 90 books!‖ 

 
At first, it was challenging for Syndy and Margaret to fit in all the reading to reach their goal. But before 

long, reading together became such a part of their daily routine that they had read 130 books. Not only 

that, they took part in just about every summer reading event. 

Summer Reading Program... 
75 readers ages 4 to 9 took part in our 
Summer Reading Program, logging more 
than 500 books read! In addition, many 
children and their parents regularly          
attended our Thursday Travel Nights           
and Friday film series. 

―During the Travel to Africa night, I was 
able to bring some authentic Zimbabwe 
snacks, teach everyone a few words, and even 
a native game that I played growing up in 
Africa. I realized that what started out as 
an opportunity for us to gain friendships and 
learn together actually turned into a chance 
for us to give and share. What’s more, the 
whole experience caused me to realize that    
I have this whole other culture to share  
with Margaret.‖ 
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“Catching Up” with Computers at the Library 
 

A few years ago, Vicki Veh decided to pursue a master’s degree in arts administration. While research-

ing programs, she realized that having computer skills beyond her self-taught ones were now essential to 

the educational process. Having attended school before the age of PCs, she knew there were big gaps in 

her knowledge, but was unsure about how to address them. 

  
On one of her frequent trips to the Library, she picked up a listing of computer classes at PPL. Taking a 

couple seemed like a way to start ―catching up‖ – they were offered at various times, from beginning to  

advanced levels, and they were free! She relates, 

  

 ―I thought I would listen a lot and try to pick up what I could, but the instructor, Shane,  
 immediately put everyone at ease. Shane’s high-spirited and accepting approach made the  
 content interesting and easy to understand. He also provided handouts with simple instruct-   
 tions for doing many things—I’ve kept and referred to those since the classes.‖ 
 

―Recently, I was faced 
with having to create the 
framework for a Web 
site. Once again, I took 
a class with Shane.  
With ongoing technology  
changes, there’s always 
more to learn!‖  
  
Recently, while visiting her 

parents in North Carolina, 

they asked Vicki some  

computer use questions.  

She suggested they take a 

couple of classes at their

           local library. 

Computer Use and Learning... 
1,514 participants attended 246 computer training classes. In addition to  
exploring all levels of traditional office and graphics software, learners 
were offered a range of general and specific topic technology classes, 
from the basics of the Internet to blogging. 
 

Library patrons used our public computer workstations 44,055 times. 
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We All Can Learn from Each Other… 
 

For Dwight McDonald, it’s all about being positive. He is a self-described ―high energy, positive         

person‖ who happens to love to read.  Put these traits together and it makes complete sense that he  

should contact the Library about starting a book club devoted to personal development. When asked  

about his inspiration, Dwight explains: 

―I like to have a positive attitude and I enjoy being around and learning from other 
positive people; from my experience, many people are looking for the same…ways to 
improve themselves and to share with each other,‖ he says. ―Our group enables us to  
do both.‖ 

The Personal Development Book Group meets monthly at PPL to pick titles and talk about ones they’ve 

read, whether as a group or individually. ―It’s all about helping ourselves achieve and keep a positive and 

healthy lifestyle.‖ 
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Library Programs… 
753 patrons attended 142 adult and family programs this 
year. 

(l-r) Dwight 
with group  

participants  
Rick Cohn,  

Veronica 
Avalos and 

Francisco 
Jimon. 



Library Usage… 
Patrons borrowed a total of 171,875 items. 
151,633 people visited our library. 

The Library—A Place for Giving and Taking 
 

Whether to do research or to pick up a classic film for viewing, Michel Schtakleff turns to the Library for 

his many needs. As both a film buff and multi-media artist, and as a teacher of arts and ESL, the Library is 

a necessity — not just a place he loves to visit. But, as Michel is quick to point out, he is a regular and does 

definitely love his Library. He explains, 

―As a film buff, I visit the library quite often to benefit from the wide collection of  DVDs, 
from recent selections to classics. As a documentary filmmaker, I’ve been fortunate to have 
the Library as a venue where I 
was able to screen my work-in-
progress, and now that I’ve 
completed my latest work, the 
Library has a copy that can   
be borrowed by its patrons.  
Finally, as a teacher, I’ve  
found that the Library, with  
its extensive collection of  books 
and materials, offers me an 
ideal place to do my research  
in academic development.‖ 

Michel and his associate Don Manley collaborated to produce ―Old House Soul‖ (2010),  a video           

documentary on the life and work of Rhode Island preservationist Steve Tyson, Sr., which they  

generously shared with Library patrons both during the production, in the form of a lecture presentation 

and screening, and upon its completion as a contribution to the Library’s DVD collection. 

10 



Fiscal Year 2011 
Statement of  Revenue & Expenses from Operations 
July 1, 2010—June 30, 2011 (unaudited) 
 

 

REVENUE 
Public Funds 
State of RI – Reference Resource Center             $  1,138,795 
State of RI – Grant in Aid           512,896 
 
Private Funds 
Contribution from Endowment       2,337,877 
Program Grants & Donations (Restricted)         616,797 
Fees, Fines & Other              59,508 
Donations (Unrestricted)             61,399 
Subtotal Income                           $  4,727,272 

 
 
EXPENSES 
Salaries                  $  2,049,859 
Benefits            779,182 
Books, Databases & Materials           937,446 
Library Supplies            193,199 
Facility Maintenance            101,524 
General & Administrative           421,057 
Utilities             145,199 
Security Services               5,180 
Subtotal Expenses                $  4,632,646 
Surplus (Deficit)                $       94,626 

 
 

Note: Library Revenue Program Grants includes $182,578 and Other includes $14,810 of  
previously reported revenue reserved and expended during FY2011. Library Revenue Program 
Grants also includes $37,600 of revenue reserved for FY 2012. 
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Mission 
Providence Public Library Foundation  
 
Providence Public Library Foundation seeks to ensure continued excellence in library services for the 
Providence Public Library community by providing private funding to enhance programs and services. 

Fiscal Year 2011 
PPL Foundation Sources of  Philanthropy Revenues 
July 1, 2010—June 30, 2011 (unaudited) 
 
Program Grants & Donations (Restricted)   $ 407,859  
Annual Appeal (Unrestricted)        244,820 
Endowment Funds & Bequests         49,581 
 
TOTAL DOLLARS RAISED               $  702,260  
 

NOTE: The Providence Public Library Foundation’s endowment contributed $2,337,877  
to Providence Public Library’s FY 2011 operating budget.  

From Our Chair 
 
In this year’s report we have shared some of the many reasons the 

people of Rhode Island turn to Providence Public Library — the 

state’s largest and most diverse public library. As you can see, the 

answer to the question, ―What goes on in the library these days?‖ 

can be as different as the nearly one million residents we serve day 

in and day out, whether they visit our downtown Providence 

building or online, whether they use a personal computer or even 

their mobile phone! 

 

The fact is that our library offers something for all learners, no 

matter their age, background or station in life. More importantly, 

though, is the fact that our library — with its unique resources 

and critical services — is more relevant than ever. This is due to 

our enduring mission to serve the lifelong learning needs of all 

who turn to us. While this charge can be challenging in today’s 

quickly changing world, we in the PPL Foundation remain com-

mitted to this goal and to our mission of providing the private 

support necessary to ensure our library’s continued excellence. 

 

Howard E. Walker 

PPL Foundation Chair 

PPL Foundation  
Board of Trustees 
 
Officers 
Howard E. Walker, Esq., Chair 
Robert K. Taylor, Esq., Vice Chair 
Mary B. Olenn, Secretary 
  Nominating Committee Chair 
Robert W. Edwards, Esq. 
  Planned Giving Chair 
 

Oliver H. Bennett 
Lisa Churchville 
Elizabeth A. Debs 
Bradford Dimeo 
Robert G. Flanders 
Evan Granoff 
Diane Iannuccilli 
Edward Iannuccilli, MD 
Artemis Joukowsky 
William S. Simmons 
 
Trustees Ex-Officio 
Maureen McDonald 
 Conservator Society Chair 
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Support 
  Each year countless volunteers, donors and organizations collaborate with and contribute their invaluable time 
  and talent to the Library and their community. The Providence Public Library Foundation and Providence Public 
  Library recognize and thank these and all Fiscal Year 2011 supporters and donors whose contributions ensure 
  that the Library continues in its mission as a vibrant and vital resource providing lifelong learning opportunities    
  to all Rhode Island residents. 

Annual Fund Donors 
 

100,000+  

Providence Journal Company* 
 

25,000+  

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Granoff 

Estate of Mrs. Doris J. Hornby 

Mabel Woolley Trust* 

The Hearst Foundations 
 

10,000+  

Emma G. Harris Foundation* 

June Rockwell Levy Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Livingston, Jr.* 

The Providence Plan 
 

5,000+  

Ida Ballou Littlefield  

 Memorial Trust 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman E.  

 McCulloch, Jr.* 

The Edward J. and  

 Virginia M. Routhier Foundation* 
 

2,500+  

Ms. Elizabeth A. Debs and  

 Mr. Stephen Turner 

Mr. and Mrs. Brad Dimeo* 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W.  

 Edwards, Jr.* 

Frank B. Hazard General  

 Charity Fund 

Mr. Frederick R. Griffiths* 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. McDonald* 

Estate of Mrs. W. Sayles Nicholson* 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Renn Olenn* 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard E. Walker* 
 

1,000+  

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Bennett* 

Mr. Frederick Buhler and  

 Ms. Dale Thompson* 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Chafee 

Mrs. William G. Chafee* 

Ms. Catherine Channell* 

Dr. Joseph A. Chazan 

Ms. Lisa Churchville* 

Mr. Barry Hittner and  

 Dr. Kathleen Hittner 

Mr. Michael D. Marcaccio* 
 

250+  
Mrs. Priscilla Ballou* 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Biasuzzi 

Dr. and Mrs. William Braden, III* 

Ms. Judith A. Brown 

Ms. Kathy Cashman 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Dacey 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack H. Feibelman 

Forman Family Charitable Trust 

Mr. Jack Fracasso and  

 Ms. Lita Orefice 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew W. Galbraith* 

Mr. James Hagerty 

Mr. Robert I. Hancock 

Mr. Steven Vavrik and  

 Ms. Ellen K. Hayes 

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Hilderley* 

Mr. David King 

Mr. and Mrs. George Knight 

Mrs. Barbara S. Ridgely* 

Mrs. Marcia Riesman* 

Mr. Richard D. Sherman 

Starkweather & Shepley Insurance 

Brokerage, Inc. 
 

100+  

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Accinno* 

Dr. and Mrs. Levi C. Adams 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Alperin 

Gifts Anonymous 

Mr. Robert Bates* 

Benny’s Inc.* 

Mr. Mark Cataudella 

Mr. William Catelli, Jr. 

Charles and Donald  

 Salmanson Foundation* 

Mr. Robert J. Clayton and  

 Dr. Jessica Swedlow 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Cornwall 

Mr. Ernest L. Crivellone 

Mr. Donald D. Deignan 

Ms. Jane A. Desforges and  

 Mr. Michael J White* 

Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Davis* 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Dimeo* 

Edwin S. Soforenko Foundation* 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Faulkner* 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Flynn 

Mrs. Phyllis Fragola 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren B. Galkin 

Mr. and Mrs. Bryce Hall 

Dr. and Mrs. Melvin Hershkowitz* 

Mr. Stephen Houston 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian J. Hurley 

Dr. and Mrs. Edward Iannuccilli 

Ms. Deborah A. Imondi 

Mr. David C. Isenberg 

Mr. and Mrs. John Marshall, III 

Ms. Ruth Mullen 

Pearle W. and Martin M.  

 Silverstein Foundation 

Mr. Daniel Prentiss* 

Rhode Island Foundation* 

Ricci Family Fund 

Dr. Dennis McCool and  

 Ms. Jacqueline Savoie 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Schwartz* 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe, Jr.* 

Mrs. Martha Sherman* 

Mr. Daniel G. Siegel* 

Mr. and Mrs. William Simmons 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel N. Stark* 

Mr. and Mrs. Shivan S.  

 Subramaniam 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Taylor* 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Vandenberg* 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Weisberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood Willard* 
 

500+  

Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Blough 

Mr. Joel H. Cohen and  

 Ms. Andrea E. Toon 

General and Mrs. James J.  

 D’Agostino* 

Gertrude N. and Seebert J.  

 Goldowsky Foundation 

Mrs. Jocelin Hamblett 

Helene and Bertram Bernhardt  

 Foundation 
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Mr. James Desmond and  

 Ms. Tricia Hiser Scheideman 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael DiMaio 

Mrs. Eleanore Frank 

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Fredman 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Galkin 

Ms. Bernice M. Greene* 

Ms. Nancy V. A. Hansen 

Mr. and Mrs. Terence E. Hays 

Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Hill 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Hollmann 

Ms. Muriel Jobbers 

Johnson & Wales University 

Mr. and Mrs. Keith N. Johnson 

Kane-Barrengos Foundation 

Mrs. Ellen Kasle 

Mr. John V. Kean* 

Mrs. Elizabeth C. Kingsley* 

Ms. Rebecca M. Kislak 

Mr. Julius Kolawole 

Mr. John Ladd 

Mr. and Mrs. Myron Lamont 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce C. Landis* 

Dr. Seymour Lederberg 

Mrs. Janice Libby* 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Bruce MacLeod* 

Dr. Henry Magendantz 

Mr. James E. Marsh 

Mrs. Walter E. Mattis 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mauran IV 

McCain Family Foundation* 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. McNally 

Monday Night Triggs Ladies 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Moulton* 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Naber 

Narragansett Improvement  

 Company* 

Neighborhood Health Plan of  

 Rhode Island 

Mr. Ronald K. Nelson* 

Mr. Kurt A. Raaflaub and  

 Ms. Deborah Boedeker 

Ms. Michelina Rizzo 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent E. Russo* 

Mr. Vijaya Sambandam 

Mr. and Mrs. George M. Seidel* 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Sheldon* 

Mrs. Mary C. Speare 

Ms. Joanna Susin 

Mr. and Mrs. George M. Vetter, Jr.* 

Ms. Ann E. Watters 

 

The Honorable and  

 Mrs. Joseph Weisberger 

Mrs. Alicia Wells-Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. John Wermer* 

Drs. Richard and Barbara Wong 

Mr. Robert D. Wray 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel D. Zurier* 
 

50+ 

Mr. Orlando Almanzar 

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley S. Alpert* 

Ms. Mary A. Andrews 

Astro-Med, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Z. Bailey* 

Mr. James F. Bartley 

Ms. Pauline L. Bolduc 

Mr. and Mrs. Derek Bradford* 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Carpenter 

Ms. Susan Cashman 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Chisholm* 

Mr. Harold L. Cohen* 

Mr. Leon N. Cooper* 

Ms. Mary Cournoyer* 

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Curtin, Jr. 

Mr. Gerald R. De Schepper* 

Ms. Pauline M. Della Ventura 

Mr. Oscar A. Delong 

Mr. George DeLuca 

Mrs. Sylvia Denhoff 

Mr. Louis DiCola 

Mr. William R. DiPippo* 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dobbins 

Ms. Margaret C. Downes* 

Mrs. Jean Edwards 

Mr. Peter D. Eimas and  

 Ms. Joanne L Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Einig 

Ms. Foluke Fayanjuola 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fensterer 

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Flynn 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Frueh* 

Mr. Michael L. Gallogly and  

 Ms. Carol Whitney 

Mrs. Clinton Grossman 

Ms. Linda Haas 

Ms. Alexandra Hahn 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill H. Harley 

Mr. and Mrs. Barrett Hazeltine 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. Higbie 

Mr. Leo G. Hutchings 

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan C. Hutchins 

Mr. Papken V. Janjigian* 

Mrs. Evelyn F. Jones 

Please remember Providence Public 
Library during the United Way cam-
paign. To donate, simply write Providence 
Public Library in the space provided for 
donor option on the United Way form.  
 

Planned Giving is an integral part of 
ensuring Providence Public Library’s 
excellence for generations to come. 
When arranging your financial or estate 
plan, we hope you will consider the 
Library.  

Mrs. Lucienne Kaprielian 

Mr. Bruce A Phillips and  

 Ms. Judith M. Kaye 

Mrs. Lynn Kelly 

Mr. Joseph F. Knapp 

Ms. Nancy Lengyel 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard I. Levin 

Mr. James R. Lippincott 

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Manzella 

Ms. Emily Marotti 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. McClure 

Mr. and Mrs. James Nagle* 

Mrs. Dilys D. Peirce 

Mrs. Katherine B. Perry* 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen D. Poulten 

Mr. Bernard M. Reynolds 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rippe 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Roberts* 

Dr. Sharon I. S. Rounds 

Ms. Gertrude C. Santos 

Ms. Priscilla Shube 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Spadazzi* 

Ms. Judith Tannenbaum 

Mr. Daniel Varin 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin S. Vogel 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Westervelt 

Dr. and Mrs. Elihu S. Wing 

Mr. David C. Woolman* 

 
* Reflects giving over 5 or more consecutive 
years. 
 

This list reflects the generous support of  our 
donors from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 
2011. Some gifts may include  an employer’s 
match. Multiyear pledges  are listed in full in 
the year they are made; annual payments are 
reflected in the list above. We make every 
effort to produce accurate lists. We apologize 
if we have misspelled or omitted a name.  
 

Gifts given and matched during the 2011 
Trustee Challenge Campaign are reflected at 
the actual gift level. 
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Gifts in Honor or Memoriam 
 

In Memory of Anthony Bucci 
Monday Night Triggs Ladies 
 

In Memory of Katharine Moran Cashman 
Dr. and Mrs. Elihu S. Win 
Ms. Nancy Lengyel 
Ms. Kathy Cashman 
Ms. Susan Cashman 
 

In Honor of Margaret A. Chevian 
Mr. Thomas Goodwin 
 

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Feldman 
Ms. Bernice M. Greene 
 

In Honor of Nyekeh Y. Forkpa 
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Hill 
 

In Memory of Richard Grasso 
Monday Night Triggs Ladies 
 

In Memory of Liebe Kravitz 
Mr. Steven Subotnick and  
Ms. Amy Kravitz 
 

In Memory of Jennifer Riley 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Fredman 
 

In Memory of Clarence Sherman 
Mr. Richard D. Sherman 
 

In Memory of Carol Washburn 
Ms. Jackie Vincent 
 

In Memory of John Zodda 
Monday Night Triggs Ladies 

Established and Endowed Book Funds  
 

Douglas Duffee Brown Memorial Fund  

Henry S. Chafee Book Fund  

Children’s Book Fund  

The Children’s Fund  

Foster B. Davis, Jr. Fund  

James Philip Deery Fund  

Sylvan R. and Helen Forman Endowment  

Edna Frazier Memorial Collection  

The Gebhard Fund  

Griffiths Family Book Fund  

Anne W. Handley Book Fund  

David Henderson Memorial  

Hershkowitz Fund  

William G. Hornby Book Fund  

Peter Kaplan Memorial Book Fund  

Kenney Book Fund  

Kestin and Drabienko Book Fund  

Johanne Killeen and  

George Germon Book Fund  

Debra Joy Littman Fund  

Sarah S. and Nathaniel Major Fund  

Vincent P. and Lucy Marcaccio Fund  

Nicholson Whaling Collection  

Olenn Family Fund  

Donald I. Perry Book Fund  

Lincoln W. N. Pratt Memorial Fund  

Mary J. Reopell Memorial Fund  

Michelina Rizzo Fund  

Martha Sherman Book Fund  

Sheldon and Gladys Sollosy Book Fund  

West DeRocco Woolley Book Fund  

Lyra Brown Nickerson Society  
 

The Lyra Brown Nickerson Society recognizes our friends who have included the Providence Public Library in their  
estate plans through bequests, trusts or other similar gift arrangements. Through their long-term commitment,  
these good friends help ensure the continued pre-eminence of the Library in our community. 
 

Anonymous (4)  
Mrs. Elliott E. Andrews  
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Bert  
Mrs. Edith G. Chisholm  
Mr. Foster B. Davis, Jr.*  
Ms. Rose DiLello  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Edwards, Jr.  
Mrs. Knight Edwards  
Mrs. Helen Forman*  
Mrs. Wanda Frazier-Blake and  
Mr. Kenneth Blake  
Ms. Suzette Gebhard  
Mr. Frederick R. Griffiths  
Dr. and Mrs. Melvin Hershkowitz 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Hilderley  

Mrs. Doris J. Hornby*  
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Levine  
Mrs. Elizabeth Lisle*  
Ms. Natalie S. Major  
Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. McDonald  
Miss Kathryn McGarry  
Mr. John T. McKenna  
Ms. Ruth Mullen  
Ms. Rosemary Murphy  
Mrs. W. Sayles Nicholson*  
Mrs. Rosemary O’Donnell  
Mr. and Mrs. J. Renn Olenn  
Mrs. Mary Pratt  
Mrs. Martha Sherman  

Mr. and Mrs. Joel N. Stark  
Ms. Polly Strasmich  
Mr. James K. Sunshine  
Ms. Dale Thompson and  
Mr. Frederick Buhler  
Ms. Christine Townsend  
Mr. James Verde  
Mr. and Mrs. Howard E. Walker  
Mrs. Ruth N. Whitford  
Mr. J. Scott Wolf and  
Ms. Joyce P. Krabach  
Mabel Woolley Trust  
Ms. Priscilla Wormwood  
 

*Deceased  
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Providence Public Library Foundation Conservator Society  
 

Donors of $1000 or more to the Annual Fund receive recognition as members of The Conservator Society of Providence 
Public Library Foundation, Providence Public Library’s major donor society. These generous private donors — indi-
viduals, organizations, corporations, and foundations — have long recognized the community’s need for lifelong 
learning opportunities and have continually ensured that the Library achieves its mission of providing free access 
to information and learning to residents of Providence and all of Rhode Island. Society members gather regularly 
and often have the opportunity to meet local as well as nationally recognized authors and other celebrated artists.  
 

 

For information on becoming a member of The Conservator Society, please contact Nancy Ponte at 401-455-8003  
or email nponte@provlib.org.  

Ms. Deborah A. Imondi 

Mr. David C. Isenberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Artemis W. Joukowsky 

Mr. Mark Dana and Ms. Dyana Koelsch 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Livingston, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Philip G. Maddock 

Mr. and Mrs. John Marshall, III 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. McCulloch, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. McDonald 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul P. Moran 

Ms. Ruth Mullen 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Nicholson, Jr. 

Norman and Rosalie Fain Fund 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Renn Olenn 

Pearle W. and Martin M. Silverstein Foundation 

Mr. Daniel Prentiss 

Mr. Herman H. Rose 

Dr. Dennis McCool and Ms. Jacqueline Savoie 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Savoie 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Schwartz 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe, Jr. 

Mrs. Martha Sherman 

Mr. Daniel G. Siegel 

Mr. and Mrs. William Simmons 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel N. Stark 

Mr. and Mrs. Shivan S. Subramaniam 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Sutton 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Taylor 

Ms. Cheryl Teverow 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Vandenberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard E. Walker 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Weisberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood Willard 
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Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Bennett 

Ms. Joan T. Boghossian 

Mr. Frederick Buhler and Ms. Dale Thompson 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Chace, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Chafee 

Mrs. William G. Chafee 

Ms. Catherine Channell 

Dr. Joseph A. Chazan 

Ms. Lisa Churchville 

Mr. Joel H. Cohen and Ms. Andrea E. Toon 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Collis 

Mr. and Mrs. Angus Davis 

Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Davis 

Ms. Elizabeth A. Debs and Mr. Stephen Turner 

Mr. and Mrs. Brad Dimeo 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Dimeo 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Edwards, Jr. 

Edwin S. Soforenko Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Faulkner 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Flanders 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Flynn 

Mrs. Phyllis Fragola 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren B. Galkin 

Mr. and Mrs. Evan Granoff 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Granoff 

Mr. Frederick R. Griffiths 

Mr. and Mrs. Bryce Hall 

Mrs. Jocelin Hamblett 

Dr. and Mrs. Melvin Hershkowitz 

Mr. Stephen Houston 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian J. Hurley 

Dr. and Mrs. Edward Iannuccilli 



 Vision 

   The Library is both a physical and virtual presence and is the premiere free, personal learning  
   institution in Rhode Island. 
 

   All ages and backgrounds engage in robust and vigorous lifelong learning, which occurs in ways from  
   delightfully serendipitous to intensely purposeful.  
 

   The Library is a committed partner with each individual in meeting their intellectual and cultural  
   goals and with the broader community of learners to achieve an informed, enlightened, and engaged 
   citizenry.  

150 Empire Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02903 401-455-8000  www.provlib.org 

Providence Public Library is a non-profit organization established in 1875 
to provide free, public library service to the people of Providence and all 
Rhode Island. In addition to some public funding, the Library depends    
primarily on generous private support from individuals, corporations             
and foundations to achieve our mission. 

Mission 
Providence Public Library  
 
Providence Public Library inspires lifelong education among all Rhode Islanders, fostering personal 
fulfillment and enhanced quality of life for an informed, enlightened and engaged citizenry.  


