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Vision 

The Library is both a physical and virtual presence and is the premiere free,  

personal learning institution in Rhode Island. All ages and backgrounds engage  

in robust and vigorous lifelong learning, which occurs in ways from delightfully 

serendipitous to intensely purposeful.  

 
The Library is a committed partner with each individual in meeting their intellec-

tual and cultural goals and with the broader community of learners to achieve an 

informed, enlightened, and engaged citizenry.  

Providence Public Library is a non-profit organization established  

in 1875 to provide free, public library service to the people of  

Providence and all Rhode Island. The Library depends primarily  

on generous private support from individuals, corporations and  

foundations to achieve our mission. 

Mission 
Providence Public Library inspires lifelong education among all Rhode Islanders, 

fostering personal fulfillment and enhanced quality of life for an informed,  

enlightened and engaged citizenry.  

ON THE COVER: Jazz vocalist Michelle Cruz singing and playing  
The Whale Guitar (see story, page 7) at the closing event for the exhibit.  



From Our Chair and Director 
 

Connecting with our community… 
             Engaging through collaborative initiatives…  
 
Libraries are places where constant change and adaptation are the norm. Throughout our history, Providence 

Public Library has continually evolved -- responding to our community’s needs with critical services, innova-

tive programs, and dynamic learning opportunities. This tradition is as strong as ever. 
 

We’re thrilled to report a growing and evolving engagement with our community of learners during this year. 

In addition to ongoing successes in our established early childhood and adult learning programs, we can point 

to a number of exciting new collaborations with artists, historians and fellow community organizations. 

Through these connections, we’ve had the pleasure of working with many talented people who came to our 

library in pursuit of their interests. Through their inspired efforts, we were able to remix and share the wonders 

of our special collections with an ever expanding audience. We’ve also rekindled  

and developed new partnerships with Rhode Island arts, cultural and educational  

organizations which are leading to increasingly diverse opportunities for Rhode 

Islanders to more fully experience and benefit from our library and its unique  

resources. 
 

With the Library’s 140th year on the horizon and a goal of continued revitalization, 

we diligently worked to create a “next generation” plan for becoming the best, 

most vibrant public library we can be, whether people visit us physically or connect 

with us digitally. 
 

With this new strategic plan, we have sought to Think Again…to create a blueprint 

for true transformation.  Our plan addresses how we will carry out our mission as  

a premiere free, personal learning place for all Rhode Islanders, but more critically, 

outlines where we want to be over the next decade.  As we sought to redesign, we 

looked inward at our strengths; and, we also looked and reached out to individuals 

and groups in our community…and our community has responded. 
 

Over the coming year and those to follow, we look forward to building upon some 

of our early accomplishments in the areas we have identified and working to fully 

achieve our vision. We will continue to cultivate partnerships and engage with our 

fellow service providers in the city and state on innovative joint initiatives. Most of 

all, we will receive ongoing inspiration from our diverse users as we seek to become 

that place where anyone can come to experience, create and accomplish. 

 
 

           Transforming for the future…  
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Since its inception, the mission of 

PPL’s Chace Children’s Discovery  

Library and its staff has been straight-

forward and focused… 

 Offer a captivating and enriching 

environment, providing a joyful 

learning experience for young      

children, their families/caregivers 

 Promote a love of reading in young 

children 

 Foster an understanding of the      

importance of pre-reading literacy 

activities among parents and family

-based caregivers 

 Provide professional support for 

early childhood educators 

Since its opening day, this is what our 

Children’s Library continues to do, one 

young learner at a time, parent by  

parent and teacher by teacher, meeting 

and shepherding hundreds of new 

young readers every year! 
 
 

Meet Greyson Martinez…age 2 
 

Greyson Martinez was two years old  
when he got his first official library card. 
He was just 18 months when he and  
his mom Gloria Molero began coming 
regularly to the Library’s Cradle to Crayon 
program. Greyson developed such a love 
of reading — taking new books home 
every visit — learning his ABCs and  
various songs sung in the program, that 
Gloria decided he should have his very 
own library card. The Library agreed  
and he became one of our youngest  
cardholders, just like that. Welcome to a 
life of reading and learning, Greyson! 

Shepherding Young Readers… 



 5 

With Providence’s, as well as all of Rhode Island’s, continually expanding           

immigrant population, there is an ever-increasing need for adult literacy and             

learning services. Celebrating its 15th year of operation this year, the Rhode Island 

Family Literacy Initiative (www.RIFLI.org), based at Providence Public Library 

(PPL), has consistently achieved national recognition as a free program offering 

English as a Second Language (ESL), citizenship preparation, workforce develop-

ment, digital literacy and adult literacy services at public libraries throughout 

Rhode Island. A hallmark of RIFLI is its ability to 

adapt and evolve, developing new programs to  

meet the needs of the community. 
 

This year RIFLI and PPL, in partnership with  

Cranston Public Library and other statewide  

organizations, received a two-year $498,172 Institute 

of Museum and Library Service (IMLS) National 

Leadership Grant.  
 

The IMLS-funded Adult Lifelong Learning Access 

(www.ALLAccess.org) program will demonstrate the 

potential for integrating library, digital literacy, technology access, adult education, 

and workforce services through the library, particularly for underserved popula-

tions. Ongoing analysis, communication, and evaluation are key elements of the 

program, so ALLAccess will track education and workforce out-

comes for over 1,000 patrons who participate. Success rates and 

cost per outcome will be analyzed in the context of the statewide 

adult education and workforce system. 

ALLAccess in the Library has four 
key objectives: 

 Overcome barriers to access 
in education and workforce ser-
vices for all adults 

 Develop, expand and im-
prove statewide resources for 
adult online learning and work-
force development 

 Establish effective models to 
deliver and support education 
and workforce services for adults 
in the libraries 

 Build a data-driven case for 
libraries’ role in providing adult 
education and workforce services 
 

Achieving these objectives will 
position libraries as community 
anchors for accessible adult edu-
cation and workforce services. 
The project aims to deliver replic-
able and fundable models for 
delivering access, education, and 
workforce services to the adult 
populations most in need. 

Top: PPL was a host site this year  
for a Citizenship Naturalization 
Ceremony coinciding with our  
nation’s birthday. Above: RIFLI  
instructor Larry Britt assists Zoya 
Petrenko and Natallia Sabalevskaya 
in PPL’s new Learning Lounge, our 
fastest growing site for varied  
teacher-assisted and technology  
use activities for adult learners. 

Evolving, Expanding...to Meet Needs 



PPL kicked off its “Teen Tech Squad” pilot project in the Library’s newly created Tech 

Garage. The project was made possible in part by a Library of Rhode Island grant from 

the R.I. Office of Library and Information Services using funds from the Institute of 

Museum Services. Nine teenagers from across Providence participated in a nine-week 

long summer program to build websites documenting the history and current use of loca-

tions across Providence. Their chosen topics included the Castle Theatre, Federal Hill, 

the Mt. Pleasant neighborhood, the North Burial Ground, Water Place Park, the Carrie 

Tower at Brown University and St. Pius V Parish & School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The teens worked with local history organizations to learn how to interpret site history, 

use primary sources as historical evidence and to think critically about how to present 

history. Using iPads, each student documented their neighborhood via video, audio, and 

photography during independent field research. To showcase their work and highlight 

their locations, the students then edited that documentation to create photograph collec-

tions, short documentary films and designed web pages. 

 

The Library partnered with Rhode Island Historical 

Society, Providence Preservation Society, and Brown 

University Center for Public Humanities to help 

guide and mentor the teens in the proper techniques 

and methods of documenting a historical record.  

The digital neighborhood profiles may be viewed at: 

tech.pplspc.org. 

What parents told us... 

Providence Public Library…  
a job well done — opening  
a new avenue of interactive 
learning! My son enjoyed 
collecting useful information 
and sharing it with the public 
and other future researchers. 
Amazing!      
Inez Vazquez, mom of  
Neftali Morales 

 
I was thrilled with this oppor-
tunity for Maeve. She was 
exposed to technology that 
we could not provide for her. 
Also, the freedom to choose 
her subject and set her own 
schedule gave her a sense of 
independence, more like a 
college experience than high 
school. It was also nice that 
this project took her outside 
and into the community... 
She commented throughout 
that she was thrilled with the 
encouragement and support 
from the staff. Thank you all! 
Liz McGrath, mom of Maeve 

 
The Teen Tech Squad was a 
great program! My kids were 
really excited as they docu-
mented, captured images, 
took video and learned  
valuable information about 
Providence. It also has struck 
an interest in them to con-
tinue to do more research on 
other areas in Rhode Island. 
Thank you all!   
Jessica Ortiz, mom of 
Manny and Keila 

Cultivating Future Historians… 

Teens were trained in digital photography, videography, and audio  

recording — all leading to the conceptualization and creation of their 

neighborhood profile as an open-source digital exhibition.  

Participants in the program included  

Alyjah Benton, Joey and Mandy Gawron, 

Manny and Keila Ortiz, Maeve McGrath (right), 

Neftali Morales, Shania Munnerlyn and  

Francois Nduwumwami (above). 
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http://www.rihs.org/
http://www.rihs.org/
http://www.ppsri.org/
http://www.brown.edu/academics/public-humanities/
http://www.brown.edu/academics/public-humanities/


Bodoni Celebrated and Exhibited 
We celebrated the 200th anniversary of the death of Giambattista Bodoni – 

one of history’s most important typographers and printers – with an exhibit 

and lecture by world-renowned type designer Matthew Carter (pictured right)  

in February. Nearly 300 people attended the event, which also served to 

launch the Library’s Updike Prize for Student Type Design, a competition to  

reward student type designers who use the wealth of historical typographic 

materials in the PPL Updike Collection on the History of Printing. 
 

Whale Guitar Debut 
With its Moby Dick theme and mission to increase awareness of the plight of whales, 

The Whale Guitar project was right up our alley. Having worked with designers  

Jen Long and Rachel Rosenkrantz-Reimer (pictured right) for more than a year as they 

and friends used the PPL’s Nicholson Whaling Collection for inspiration to create 

their one-of-a-kind, hand-crafted electric guitar, we were thrilled to finally host The 

Whale Guitar Exhibit as well as an opening reception in April and closing perform-

ance in June featuring the guitar, the artists/musicians, and their cast of supporters. 

Both events were unique gatherings thoroughly enjoyed by all! 
 

Block Island Idyll 
From May through July, we hosted a collaborative exhibit entitled Block Island Idyll: 

Memories of Manisses, which featured materials and artifacts from our Rhode Island Collection and the Block Island His- 

torical Society Museum showcasing daily life and industry on Block Island in the past 150 years. In addition to a related 

author program, a group of enthusiastic day-trippers enjoyed an “idyllic” visit to Block Island and its historical museum. 
 

Providence Police 150th Anniversary 
After months working with the authors of an updated history of the Providence Police Department, to coincide with the 

department’s 150th Anniversary celebration from August through October, we were pleased to participate in programs 

and a collaborative exhibit entitled Protecting Providence: 3 Centuries of Policing in Rhode Island’s Capital. While the Providence 

City Archives showcased policing from the colonial period through 1900, PPL’s portion of the exhibit covered the turn 

of the 20th century to the present day. 
 

Family History Workshop Series 
Throughout the year, the Library’s Rhode Island Collection librarian  

Kate Wells offered a five-session Family History Workshop series designed 

to be cumulative in knowledge, each workshop building upon the last to 

provide attendees with a basic understanding of how to research their own 

genealogy and document family stories. The workshops were very well  

attended and resulted in the initiation of a new group – The Story Seekers, 

volunteer oral historians for the PPL Rhode Island Collection. 

...our special collections through exhibits, 

programs and collaborative projects 

Connecting and Sharing… 
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http://www.provlib.org/updike


This year held many “firsts” as well as a wide variety of programming for all ages, 

including a rotating schedule of exhibitions and complementary programs featuring 

the Library’s vast and unique materials.  
 

We also continued a number of long-standing partnerships and popular programs. In 

addition to our History Hijinks and Brown Bag book clubs, and the HiFi (Historical 

Fiction) Writing Collaborative, we welcomed 15 visiting authors throughout the year. 

As a special celebration, we hosted a community conversation on the 50th anniver-

sary of Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique to reflect upon the groundbreaking work. 
 

During the summer, we began our twice-monthly guided histori-

cal/architectural building tours, welcoming hundreds of people 

excited to visit and learn about our library, our exquisite build-

ing, and a bit about our unique collections. 
 

In the fall we held a Collection Open House, inviting Rhode 

Island librarians and historians for a first-hand look at special 

collections so that they can help us spread the word about them. 
 

Over the winter, we launched a new collaborative program with 

Trinity Rep called TRPPL Play, where high school students 

worked with Trinity professionals to adapt the Kids’s Reading 

Across Rhode Island selection into a play and then perform it, first 

in our auditorium, and then at libraries statewide. 
 

For Downton Abbey and fashion lovers, we  

offered a special program marking the show’s  

season four finale.  We were nearly overwhelmed 

by the number of fans — dressed in era attire — 

who came out for our Downton Abbey Fashion 

Primer & Tea featuring a presentation by cultural 

historian Madelyn Shaw and tea in our Grand Hall!  
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Learning at the Library took many forms... 

Our Fall Special  
Collections 
Open House 
attracted history 
buffs and the 
curious alike… 

Some of the more than 300 
visitors for our new guided 

historical/architectural  
building tours this year. 

Learning through Experience…at the Library 

Lifelong Learning 
More than 150,600 visitors 

walked through our doors 

this year, many receiving 

direct expert service from our 

Children’s, Reference and 

Circulation staffs, the Rhode 

Island and Special Collec-

tions librarians, or through 

attendance at programs such 

as films, author talks, lectures 

and more.  
 

More than 12,600 adults 

and children attended varied 

learning programs and         

activities throughout the year. 
 

Patrons statewide and          

beyond utilized a total of 

345,257 Library resources 

and materials.  
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Our popular lifestyle technology and personal computer classes were 

well attended, as were our continuing Small Business Workshops,  

presented in conjunction with RI SCORE, in the spring and fall. 
 

Oure Pleasure Singers brought a festive sound to the Grand Hall in  

December with both traditional and sacred seasonal music. In March, 

we celebrated Ireland in story and song with Mary King, Phil Edmonds 

and Kevin Fallon, as well as a demonstration of traditional Irish step 

dancing by the Kelly School of Irish Dance, completing the St. Patrick’s Day  

festivities. 
 

In addition to continued participation in Rhode Island International Film Festival 

presentations, the Library sponsored regular and varied film showings and series. 

We were proud to host a film premiere Ocean Frontiers II: A New England Story for 

Sustaining the Sea, highlighting Rhode Island’s critical plan for replenishing 

and restoring our ocean resources. In May, the new documentary The Great 

Confusion: The 1913 Armory Show by Michael Maglaras and Terri Templeton’s 

217 Films was screened by an appreciative audience. Through a continuing 

partnership with Rhode Island College, the Global Lens series of select inter-

national films were screened during the fall and added to our collection. 
 

Working with Providence composer/arranger Dave Lussier as moderator, 

the Library presented Hail! Hail! Rock ’n Roll, a seven-session documentary 

film series focused on the development of American Rock and Roll from the 

1950s through the late 1970s. 
 

We hosted the ALA traveling exhibit “Lincoln: The Constitution and 

the Civil War,” as well as an opening address by Lincoln scholar retired 

Chief Justice Frank Williams, multiple author presentations, a film   

series, an exhibit from our own Civil War collection, and even a field 

trip to the Governor Henry Lippitt House, built during the Civil War. 
 

An another new event, PPL sponsored and hosted the first-ever 

RIPExpo (Rhode Island Independent Publishing Expo), a weekend-

long free festival celebrating self-published comics, books and zines, 

that attracted hundreds of artists and fans. 
 

In addition, the Library was pleased to partner with the 

Rhode Island Historical Society in a celebration of 

Providence-born H.P. Lovecraft’s birthday, hosting a 

Lovecraft Read-a-thon. The event featured readings of 

some of Lovecraft’s best-loved stories, as well as musi-

cal performances by local musicians. Leading up to the 

event, PPL also ran a mini-Lovecraft film festival.  
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Above: Kelly School dancers  
rehearsed in our tiled bal-
cony…  perfect for tapping! 
Below: Among visitors to the 
Lincoln exhibit were students 
from area schools. 

Above: RIPExpo exhibitors 
were kept busy showing their 
wares to hundreds of atten-
dees. Left: H.P. Lovecraft 
readers included Starry  
Wizdom. 



Fiscal Year 2014 
 

Statement of  Revenue & Expenses from Operations 
July 1, 2013 — June 30, 2014 (unaudited) 
 
 

REVENUE 
Public Funds 
State of RI – Grant in Aid               $     394,786 
City of Providence – Building Lease                  279,412 
 
Private Funds 
Contribution from Endowment       2,000,815 
Program Grants & Donations (Restricted)      1,425,975 
Fees, Fines & Other            389,130 
Donations (Unrestricted)           130,557 
Subtotal Income                           $  4,620,675 
 
 

EXPENSES 
Salaries                  $  1,816,866 
Benefits            759,506 
Books, Databases & Materials           173,247 
Library Equipment & Supplies          114,629 
Facility Maintenance & Upgrades          336,740 
General, Administrative & Other Program Support        572,441 
Utilities             177,058 
Security Services               6,201 
Subtotal Expenses                $  3,956,688 
Surplus (Deficit)                $     663,987 
 
Note: Library Revenue Program Grants & Donations (Restricted) includes $100,775  
of previously reported revenue reserved and expended during FY2014. $410,270 of  
Donations (Restricted) supported building renovations that were started in FY2013.  
Library Revenue Program Grants also includes $268,470 of revenue reserved for FY2015. 
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Information Services 
Our librarians helped          
29,781 patrons with  
reference questions. 
 

Visitors came to our            
Web site 283,187 times 
and viewed 654,183 pages. 
 

Our Special Collections blog 
received 9,684 visits. 
 

We welcomed 1,033  
participants in 145 
computer training classes. 
 

Patrons used our 42 public 
computer workstations 
40,543 times. 

PPL’s popular Family 
Learning Sundays 
met throughout the 
year, giving children 
and families a multi-
tude of opportunities 
to learn together. 
Here Christopher 
Johnson shares his 
knowledge about 
storytelling and  
writing. 

Volunteer Services 
Our many volunteers,         
including our PPL and PPL 
Foundation trustees, com-
mittee members, and a  
diverse group of dedicated 
individuals, contributed 
4,479 hours this year. 

Literacy Services 
RIFLI served 246 adults this 
year, representing 46  
different countries. 28  
students became citizens,  
17 obtained jobs and 11 
entered a training or  
postsecondary program.  

Early Childhood Services 
A total of 1,617 children 
attended 163 in-library         
pre-school programs while 
Library staff made 297 visits 
to 1,618 children in agency 
and home child care.  
 

Our popular Cradle to 
Crayons programs in-
creased to 174 with a total 
of 2,909 children and 
adults attending. 



Mission 
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Fiscal Year 2014 
PPL Foundation Sources of  Philanthropy Revenues 
July 1, 2013 — June 30, 2014 (unaudited) 
 

Program Grants & Donations (Restricted)           $  1,328,010 
Annual Appeal & Gala (Unrestricted)        215,870 
Endowment Funds & Bequests              295  
 

TOTAL DOLLARS RAISED             $   1,544,175 
 

NOTE: The Providence Public Library Foundation’s endowment contributed 
$2,000,815 to Providence Public Library’s FY2014 operating budget.  

From Our Chair 
 

Following the exciting new path we started down last year, 

with the restoration and reopening of our 1900 building to 

overwhelmingly positive reviews by all who have visited  

for special events and programs alike, Providence Public 

Library and the PPL Foundation have continued to work 

together closely this year to pursue further opportunities 

for transformation and growth.  
 

Our attentions turned to the Library’s goal of developing an equally bold revitaliza-

tion plan for its programs and services…one that would fully meet the evolving 

needs of our expanding downtown community, as well as the aspirations of lifelong 

learners statewide and beyond who turn to PPL. Not only have we discussed            

ongoing changes to the Library’s physical space, but also new and innovative ways 

to engage with others as we strive to deliver our services over the coming years. 
 

The PPL Foundation has been active making important connections within our 

community of supporters, spearheading collaborative efforts with individuals and 

organizations who share our cultural, education and learning mission, and commit-

ting the necessary investment to ensure the Library’s future success. 
 

As we work over the coming months to implement our newly adopted plan, we  

will continue our outreach to old friends and new alike, inspired by our enduring 

mission and energized by the tremendous and diverse activity that transpires at our 

library, day after day, all year long. 

PPL Foundation  
Board of Trustees 
 
Officers 
Kathleen C. Hittner, MD 
Chair 
Robert K. Taylor, Esq. 
Vice Chair 
Joan M. Caine 
Treasurer 
Karen DelPonte, Esq. 
Secretary 
 
Elizabeth A. Debs 
Robert W. Edwards, Esq. 
Robert G. Flanders, Esq. 
Diane Iannuccilli 
Edward Iannuccilli, MD 
Artemis Joukowsky 
Guy Lombardo 
Scott S. Lisle 
 
Trustee Emeritus 
Dr. Charles J. McDonald 
 
Trustee Ex-Officio 
Maureen McDonald 
Conservator Society Chair 

Kathleen C. Hittner, MD 

Providence Public Library Foundation  
 

Providence Public Library Foundation seeks to ensure continued  

excellence in library services for the Providence Public Library  

community by providing private funding to enhance programs and services. 



PPL Featured in Art in Libraries Segment of ArtRI Series 
 

Providence Public Library, along with The Providence Athenaeum, was 

featured in Art in Libraries, one segment of the newest four-part ArtRI 

series titled In Plain Sight: Art in Unexpected Places. The series explored 

publicly accessible Providence sites known for something other than their art, but that 

also offer noteworthy examples of artistic expression.  
 

Noted in the program, Providence Public Library 

opened its extraordinary building, itself a work of  

art now on the National Register of Historic Places, 

in 1900. Viewers were given a virtual tour of striking 

architectural features of the building en route to a 

showcase of remarkable collections of ship models,  

ancient tablets, illustrated manuscripts, original 

WWII posters and more. 

A Truly Transformative Experience... 
 

The Library was transformed into a virtual Wonderland on April 11, 

2014, as we welcomed supporters and friends for our annual Gala. 

More than 250 guests entered the rabbit hole and enjoyed delectable 

“EAT MEs” and “DRINK MEs” all night while taking part in a 

fanciful recreation of one of the most enduring literary classics — 

Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland — with help 

from the creative and talented performers at Chifferobe 

Events.  
 

Co-sponsored by Russell Morin Fine Catering, the event 

raised $45,000 in support of the Library’s free educational 

and cultural programs and services  

in the community. 
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Above: Gala Queen  
of Hearts sponsor  

Rosalyn Sinclair with the  
Wonderland King and 

Queen of Hearts, Zeffro 
Gianetti and “Miss 

Wensday.” Center: (l-r)
Brent Runyon, Event 
Chair Dr. Kathleen  

Hittner, Mary Olenn, 
James Murdock, Renn 
Olenn, PPL Executive 
Director Jack Martin. 

Right: Carla and  
Russell Ricci.    

http://www.provlib.org/news/art-libraries-featuring-providence-public-library-providence-athenaeum


Support 
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Annual Fund Donors 
 

250,000+  
The Champlin Foundations* 
 

100,000+  
Anonymous                                      
Mr. Frederick R. Griffiths† 
 

75,000+  
United Way of Southeastern  
  New England 
 

25,000+  
Amica Insurance 
Ms. Erin Chace 
Mr. Malcolm Chace 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Granoff* 
 

10,000+  
Bank of America 
Ms. Elizabeth A. Debs and  
  Mr. Stephen Turner* 
Mr. Barry Hittner and  
  Dr. Kathleen Hittner* 
Mr. David C. Isenberg* 
June Rockwell Levy Foundation* 
Kelly Family Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Nicholson* 
Joseph and Rosalyn Sinclair  
  Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard E. 
  Walker* 
Mabel Woolley Trust† 
 

5,000+  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Faulkner 
Ida Ballou Littlefield  
  Memorial Trust 
The Carter Family  
  Charitable Trust 
Mr. Guy Lombardo 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Milot 
National Grid - Rhode Island 
Parson’s Capital  
  Management, Inc. 
The Edward J. and Virginia M.  
  Routhier Foundation* 
 

2,500+  
Bank Rhode Island 
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Dimeo* 
Dimeo Construction Company 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert DiMuccio 
 

Pentair Foundation 
Rhode Island Foundation* 
Dr. Dennis McCool and  
  Ms. Jacqueline Savoie 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Schwartz* 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe* 
Mrs. Martha Sherman* 
Mr. Daniel G. Siegel* 
Pearle W. and Martin M. 
  Silverstein Foundation* 
Mr. and Mrs. William Simmons* 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel N. Stark* 
Mr. and Mrs. Shivan S.  
  Subramanian 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Taylor* 
Ms. Cheryl G. Teverow 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin R. Trueb 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger A.  
  Vandenberg* 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Weisberg 
West Bay Collaborative 
 

500+  
Mrs. Priscilla Ballou 
Mr. Nicholas Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest L. Crivellone 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Fain 
The Honorable and  
  Mrs. Robert G. Flanders 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Friedman 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. 
  McCulloch* 
NBC 10 
The Murray Family  
  Charitable Foundation 
Washington Trust Company 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood Willard* 
 

250+  
Anonymous 
Mr. Robert Lieberman and  
  Ms. Peri Ann Aptaker 
Dr. and Mrs. William Braden, III* 
Ms. Gale G. Brown 
Mr. Thomas H. Byrnes and  
  Mrs. Edythe DeMarco 
Mrs. Nila Cedergren 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W.  
  Edwards, Jr.* 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles J.  
  McDonald* 
Providence Journal Company* 
Starkweather & Shepley  
  Insurance 
 

1,000+  
Anonymous (2) 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Bennett 
Ms. Joan T. Boghossian 
Mr. Frederick Buhler and  
  Ms. Dale Thompson* 
Ms. Kay Ellen Bullard 
Ms. Joan M. Caine 
Cameron & Mittleman 
Ms. Catherine Channell* 
Dr. Joseph A. Chazan* 
Chestnut Hill Realty 
Mr. Joel H. Cohen and  
  Ms. Andrea Toon 
CVS/Pharmacy 
Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Davis* 
Ms. Karen DelPonte 
Delta Dental of Rhode Island 
Detroit Public Television 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Dimeo 
Edwards Wildman Palmer, LLP 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Flynn 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren B. Galkin 
GTECH Corporation 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryce Hall* 
Dr. Melvin Hershkowitz* 
Hinckley, Allen & Snyder LLP 
Hope Charitable Foundation 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Iannuccilli* 
Kahn, Litwin, Renza & Col, Ltd. 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lisle 
Dr. and Mrs. Roger Mandle 
Mr. John Marshall, III 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred L. Mason, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Mason 
Ms. Ruth Mullen* 
Mrs. W. Sayles Nicholson† 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Renn Olenn* 
Partridge Snow & Hahn 

Mr. Robert J. Clayton and  
  Dr. Jessica Swedlow 
Dr. Leon N. Cooper* 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray S.  
  Danforth, III 
Dimeo Properties 
Ms. Jane E. Fleury 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew W. 
  Galbraith* 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
  Greenbaum 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mauran, III 
Ms. Kimberly McGee 
Mr. and Mrs. William P.  
  McGillivary 
Ms. Stephanie Mello 
Mr. Andrew K. Moffit and  
  Ms. Gina Raimondo 
NAGE 
Dr. Robert Naparstek and 
  Ms. Lisa Bisaccia 
Ms. Isabella Porter 
Mr. Daniel Prentiss* 
Mr. and Mrs. H. LeBaron Preston 
Regency Plaza 
Ricci Family Fund 
Mrs. Marcia Riesman* 
Ms. Jane Rosenberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent E. Russo* 
Mr. Frederick Stolle, Jr. 
Mr. Michael Walker 
Mr. and Mrs. Newell Warde 
Mr. Paul H. Wender 
Mr. and Mrs. David White 
Mr. Donald Williams 
Drs. Richard and Barbara Wong 
 

100+  
AAA Southern New England 
Dr. and Mrs. Levi C. Adams 
Mr. Lorne Adrain and  
  Ms. Ann Hood 
Peter and Susan Allen 
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Alperin 
Astro-Med, Inc. 
Ms. Loretta Auger 
Ms. Lori Baker 
 

Each year countless volunteers, donors and organizations collaborate with and             

contribute their invaluable time and talent to the Library and their community. The  

Providence Public Library Foundation and Providence Public Library recognize and 

thank these and all Fiscal Year 2014 supporters and donors whose contributions     

ensure that the Library continues in its mission as a vibrant and vital resource providing 

lifelong learning opportunities to all Rhode Island residents. 
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100+, continued 
Mr. Robert B. Bates* 
Benny’s Inc.* 
Ms. Karen Bourland 
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde L. Briant 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Browder 
Mr. Thomas Bryson 
Ms. Nancy Buckman 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond T. Bush 
Mrs. Helge-Caj Butler 
Mr. Scott D. Cameron 
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Cane 
Ms. Christina Carvalho 
Mr. Jeffery Schreck and  
  Ms. Nancy Cassidy 
Charles and Donald Salmanson  
  Fouundation* 
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Chisholm* 
Mr. Robert D. Chorney 
Ms. Mary Clark 
Mrs. Edda Cleri 
Mr. Harold L. Cohen 
Mr. John Connors 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Cornwall 
Dr. Gary Frishman and  
  Ms. Meredith Curren 
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Curtin, Jr.* 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Davis 
Mr. Gerald R. DeSchepper* 
Ms. Antonia H. Donnelly 
Ms. Josephine DuBiel 
Mr. Peter D. Eimas and  
  Ms. Joanne L. Miller* 
Ms. Annemarie Enderby 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Farish 
Mr. Mark Fayne 
Mr. Luigi T. Fiore 
Ms. Helen Flynn 
Mr. William Foulkes and  
  Mrs. Helena Buonnano Foulkes 
Miss Mary E. Frappier 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Fredman 
Mr. Louis R. Giancola 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Gralnek 
Mr. Richard H. Gregory and  
  Ms. Louise Thorson 
Mrs. Helen Grossman* 
Mr. James Hagerty 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Hilderley* 
Mr. and Mrs. David Hirsch 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Hollman* 
Ira S. & Anna Galkin  
  Charitable Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Kasle 
Mr. David King 
Mr. Julius Kolawole 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce C. Landis* 
Mr. Charlie Ledbetter 
Mr. Terence Lee 
 

Mrs. Janice Libby* 
Mr. Dennis MacKay 
Dr. Henry Magendantz 
Mr. Michael D. Marcaccio* 
Ms. Alison L. Maxell 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond McKenna 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. McNally 
Ms. Nancy A. Mirto 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy More 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Moulton* 
Mr. and Mrs. James Nagle* 
Ms. Cindy Opaluch 
Mr. Richard S. Parker 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Parsons 
Mr. Stephen D. Poulten 
Mr. and Mrs. James Reavis 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Ribbans 
Ms. Michelina Rizzo 
Ms. Debra A. Rosario and  
  Mr. Torbin Dalsgaard 
Dr. Wilma Rosen 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ross 
Mr. Vijaya Sambandam 
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Seidel* 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Sheldon* 
Mr. and Mrs. Deming E. Sherman 
Mrs. Mary C. Speare 
Ms. Maureen Taylor 
Mr. Brian Trahan 
Mr. and Mrs. George M.  
  Vetter, Jr.* 
Mrs. Alicia Wells-Smith 
Mr. David C. Woolman* 
The Honorable and  
  Mrs. Samuel Zurier* 
 

50+  
Anonymous 
Ms. Judith W. Adams 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley S. Alpert 
Mr. Daniel Baudouin 
Better World Books 
Ms. Mary Francis Bishop 
Mr. James Bohn 
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Bradford* 
Ms. Sandra Campo* 
Ms. Stacy Cardin 
Mr. Americo Ceci 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph K. Cembrola 
Drs. James P. Crowley and  
  Carol Crowley 
Ms. Anne Marie Cullimore 
Mr. Donald D. Deignan 
Ms. Pauline M. Della Ventura* 

Ms. Jane A. Desforges and  
  Mr. Michael J. White 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph DeStefano 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael DiMaio 
Ms. Gabrielle J. Dworkin 
Dr. Barbara Feldman 
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Flynn* 
Fund for Community Progress 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Galkin* 
Mr. Michael L. Gallogly and  
  Ms. Carol Whitney 
Ms. Sandra P. Ginsberg 
Dr. and Mrs. Milton W. Hamolsky 
Mr. and Mrs. Barrett Hazeltine 
Dr. and Ms. Harold Horwitz 
Mr. Leo G. Hutchings* 
Ms. Kala Joblon 
Kane-Barrengos Foundation* 
Mr. and Mrs. David Kaplan 
Ms. Susan A. Kaplan 
Ms. Meghan Kavanaugh 
Ms. Rebecca Kessler 
Mr. Thomas Kniesche 
Mrs. Lillian Lanzieri 
Mr. David Liao 
Ms. Christine A. Lichatz 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank P. Longo 
Ms. Tara Malinasky 
Ms. Emily Marotti* 
Mr. Bryce G. Marshall 
Ms. Nancy E. Martin 
Mrs. Walter E. Mattis 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. McClure 
Ms. Patricia Medeiros 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. Mintz 
Ms. Yvonne Morin 
Mr. Ronald K. Nelson 
Mr. Jeffrey Newman 
Ms. Filomena B. Paolucci* 
Ms. Lynne Prodger 
Rhode Island Association  
  for Justice 
Mr. Michael B. Scanlon* 
Ms. Catherine T. Schneider 
Ms. Hinda P. Semonoff 
Ms. Anna Shapiro 

Mr. Bruce A. Shaw and  
  Dr. Judith Shaw* 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sherlock 
Ms. Priscilla Shube* 
Mr. Louis V. Sorrentino 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Spadazzi* 
Ms. Jane K. Thompson 
Ms. Vicky Vitello 
Mr. Harold Ward 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Westervelt 
Mr. J. Scott Wolf and  
  Ms. Joyce P. Krabach 
Mr. Craig Woodacre 
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Zakrison 
Ms. Colleen Zaller 
 
 

* Reflects giving over 5 or more  
consecutive years. 
 

† Deceased 
 
 

This list reflects the generous  
support of our donors from July 1, 
2013 through June 30, 2014. 
Some gifts may include an em-
ployer’s match. Multiyear pledges 
are listed in full in the year they are 
made; annual payments are re-
flected in the list above. We make 
every effort to produce accurate 
lists. We apologize if we have  
misspelled or omitted a name.  

 
 

Please remember Providence   
Public Library during the United 
Way campaign. To donate,   
simply write Providence Public          
Library in the space provided for 
donor option on the United Way 
form.  
 

Planned Giving is an integral 
part of ensuring Providence  
Public Library’s excellence for 
generations to come. When  
arranging your financial or   
estate plan, we hope you will 
consider the Library.  

Children and families take 
part in Cradle to Crayons 
with Children’s Specialist 

Anne Kilkenny. 



Gifts in Honor or Memoriam 
 

Memory of Albert Cesario 
Ms. Julie Latessa 
 

In Honor of Mr. and  
Mrs. John Connors 
Mr. John Connors 
 

In Memory of  
Lorine Masterson Hilliker 
Ms. Annemarie Enderby 
 

In Honor of Muriel Littman 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Joblon 
 

In Memory of Paul and  
Albert Medas 
Ms. Jane E. Fleury 
 

In Honor of Former PPL Trustee,  
Justice Jeremiah O’Connell 
Ms. Karen Bourland 
 

In Memory of Jennifer Riley 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Fredman 
 

In Honor of Alice Silveira 
Ms. Patricia Mederios 

In Memory of PPL Retired  
Children’s Librarian,  
Jacqueline O. Smith 
Ms. Loretta Auger 
Ms. Nancy Buckman 
Ms. Margaret Coningford 
Ms. Marcia DiGregorio 
Mr. Norman E. Fiske 
Mr. Richard Keenan 
Mr. Stephen Macedo and  
  Ms. Cathy A. Auger 
Ms. Joan K. Rocha 
Ms. Cheryl Thibeault 
Ms. Theresa R. Watson 
 

In Honor of Andy Thompson  
and Loren Brigham 
Ms. Jane K. Thompson 
 

In Honor of the Retirement of  
PPL Director, Dale Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Hilderley 
Dr. Dennis McCool and  
  Ms. Jacqueline Savoie 
 

In Honor of PPL Trustee,  
Howard E. Walker 
Mr. Michael Walker 

Established and Endowed Book Funds  
 

Douglas Duffee Brown Memorial Fund  

Henry S. Chafee Book Fund  

Children’s Book Fund  

The Children’s Fund  

Foster B. Davis, Jr. Fund  

James Philip Deery Fund  

Sylvan R. & Helen Forman Endowment  

Edna Frazier Memorial Collection  

The Gebhard Fund 

Griffiths Family Book Fund 

Anne W. Handley Book Fund 

David Henderson Memorial  

Hershkowitz Fund  

William G. Hornby Book Fund  

Peter Kaplan Memorial Book Fund  

Kenney Book Fund  

Kestin and Drabienko Book Fund  

Johanne Killeen and  

  George Germon Book Fund 

Debra Joy Littman Fund 

Sarah S. & Nathaniel Major Fund 

Vincent P. & Lucy Marcaccio Fund  

Nicholson Whaling Collection  

Olenn Family Fund  

Donald I. Perry Book Fund  

Lincoln W. N. Pratt Memorial Fund  

Mary J. Reopell Memorial Fund  

Michelina Rizzo Fund  

Martha Sherman Book Fund  

Sheldon & Gladys Sollosy Book Fund  

West DeRocco Woolley Book Fund  
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Lyra Brown Nickerson Society  
 

The Lyra Brown Nickerson Society   
recognizes our friends who have     
included the Providence Public Library 
in their estate plans through bequests, 
trusts or other similar gift arrange-
ments. Through their long-term com-
mitment, these good friends help      
ensure the continued pre-eminence     
of the Library in our community. 

 
Anonymous (4)  
Mrs. Elliott E. Andrews  
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Bert  
Mrs. Edith G. Chisholm  
Mr. Foster B. Davis, Jr.*  
Ms. Rose DiLello  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Edwards, Jr.  
Mrs. Knight Edwards  
Mrs. Helen Forman*  
Mrs. Wanda Frazier-Blake and  
  Mr. Kenneth Blake  
Mr. Frederick R. Griffiths* 
Dr. and Mrs. Melvin Hershkowitz 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Hilderley 
Mrs. Doris J. Hornby*  
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Levine  
Mrs. Elizabeth Lisle*  
Ms. Natalie S. Major  
Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. McDonald  
Miss Kathryn McGarry  
Mr. John T. McKenna  
Ms. Ruth Mullen  
Ms. Rosemary Murphy  
Mrs. W. Sayles Nicholson* 
Mrs. Rosemary O’Donnell  
Mr. and Mrs. J. Renn Olenn  
Mrs. Mary Pratt  
Mrs. Martha Sherman 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel N. Stark  
Ms. Polly Strasmich  
Mr. James K. Sunshine  
Ms. Dale Thompson and  
  Mr. Frederick Buhler  
Ms. Christine Townsend  
Mr. James Verde  
Mr. and Mrs. Howard E. Walker  
Mrs. Ruth N. Whitford  
Mr. J. Scott Wolf and  
  Ms. Joyce P. Krabach  
Mabel Woolley Trust  
Ms. Priscilla Wormwood  
 
*Deceased  



150 Empire Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 
401-455-8000   
www.provlib.org 

Explore 
Discover 
Connect 

for a lifetime of education 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Renn Olenn 

Pearle W. and Martin M.  

  Silverstein Foundation 

Dr. Dennis McCool and  

  Ms. Jacqueline Savoie 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Schwartz 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe, Jr. 

Mrs. Martha Sherman 

Mr. Daniel G. Siegel 

Mr. and Mrs. William Simmons 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel N. Stark 

Mr. and Mrs. Shivan  

  Subramaniam 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Taylor 

Ms. Cheryl Greenfeld Teverow 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin R. Trueb 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger A.  

  Vandenberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard E. Walker 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Weisberg 

The White Family Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Bennett 

Ms. Joan T. Boghossian 

Mr. Frederick Buhler and  

  Ms. Dale Thompson 

Ms. Kay Ellen Bullard 

Ms. Joan M. Caine 

Carter Family Charitable Trust 

Ms. Erin Chace 

Mr. Malcolm Chace 

Ms. Catherine Channell 

Dr. Joseph A. Chazan 

Chestnut Hill Realty 

Mr. Joel Cohen and Andrea Toon 

Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Davis 

Ms. Elizabeth A. Debs and  

  Mr. Stephen Turner 

Mrs. Karen DelPonte 

Mr. and Mrs. Brad Dimeo 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Dimeo 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert DiMuccio 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Edwards, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Faulkner 

Hon. and Mrs. Robert G. Flanders 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Flynn 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren B. Galkin 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Granoff 

Mr. and Mrs. Bryce Hall 

Dr. Melvin Hershkowitz 

Mr. Barry Hittner and  

  Dr. Kathleen C. Hittner 

Hope Charitable Foundation 

Dr. and Mrs. Edward Iannuccilli 

Mr. David C. Isenberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Artemis W.  

  Joukowsky 

Mr. Guy Lombardo 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lisle 

Dr. and Mrs. Roger Mandle 

Mr. John Marshall, III 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred L. Mason, Jr.  

Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. McDonald 

Ms. Ruth Mullen 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Nicholson, Jr. 

Providence Public Library Foundation 
 

Donors of $1000 or more to the Annual Fund receive recognition as members of The Conservator Society of Providence 
Public Library Foundation, Providence Public Library’s major donor society. These generous private donors — individu-
als, organizations, corporations, and foundations — have long recognized the community’s need for lifelong learning 
opportunities and have continually ensured that the Library achieves its mission of providing free access to information 
and learning to residents of Providence and all of Rhode Island. Society members gather regularly and often have the 
opportunity to meet local as well as nationally recognized authors and other celebrated artists. 
 

For information on becoming a member of The Conservator Society, please contact Nancy Ponte at 401-455-8003 
or email nponte@provlib.org.  


