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� Unidentifi ed 
fi sherman posing 
with catch, circa 
1945. Rhode Island 
General Photograph 
Collection.

When we think about our successes over this year, 
it’s easy to recall many of the strides we’ve made on our 

ongoing Think Again strategic plan to transform our library.

•  We continued to plan for an historic construction project to 
upgrade and modernize our building.

•  We held our third annual Exhibition & Program series – On the Table, and in 
the process spearheaded A La Rhody – a statewide promotional collaboration 
conducted through a multi-agency partnership.

•  We launched a multitude of new adult technology education programs, including 
Rhode Coders Clubs, and shared them with libraries around the state, while 
also achieving program growth and new partnerships through our IMLS grant-
funded teen activities.

•  We awarded our fi rst high school students credits and digital badges!

•  We expanded our already successful citywide partnership, this year distributing 
the Passport for Summer Learning to 15,000 Providence school children.

•  We acquired and processed exciting new collections, including the AS220 
archives, and we continued to add to our digital library.

But really, the true proof of our successes lies in the stories of those who come to 
us to achieve their goals and aspirations, whatever they may be.

Whether for a dad visiting our Children’s Library with his preschoolers, or a class 
of youth gaining valuable workforce readiness skills in a Teen Squad program, 
we are a place they can make the connections they need. We are here for the 
university student and casual learner alike, sharing our amazing and inspiring 
collections. And, we are focused on providing the critical resources and 
educational opportunities for the many in our community who are seeking to 
learn and acquire new skills.

When we look at the accomplishments of those we serve, it’s clear that we are 
fully realizing our mission to engage learners, inspire thinkers and connect our 
diverse communities. Furthermore, we recognize that we aren’t doing it alone. We 
know that we’re most successful when we partner to meet these important goals 
with the many like-minded individuals and groups in the community.

We continually seek to provide innovative and impactful educational opportunities 
and experiences, but it is the people who come to us who achieve the ultimate 
success. In this report, we are proud to present and celebrate some of our many 
success stories.

Thank you for all that you do for PPL! 

Jack Martin
Executive Director

Robert K. Taylor
Chair of the Board

Celebrating Our 
Successes

Jack Martin

Thank you for all that you do for PPL! 



PROGRAMS

A new off ering in PPL’s ongoing IMLS-
funded educational programming, 
PPL’s summer learning and earning 
program prepared area youth for 
employment, utilizing library resources 
and working with community partners.

Tapping into federal workforce funding, 
PPL partnered with the Comprehensive 
Community Action Program (CCAP) and 
the Community Action Partnership of 
Providence (CAPP) to serve as a work 
placement site for 40 youth between 
the ages of 14 and 24. PPL expanded 
its successful Teen Squad: My City, My 
Place, which was beta tested during the 
spring, making it a summer work project.

My City, My Place consists of four 
playlists for learning that integrate 
history, technology, and career skill 
development for the hospitality 
and tourism industry. Through the 
playlists, youth learned photo/video 
editing skills, beginner and advanced 
PowerPoint, how to receive and 
implement feedback, and presentation 
skills. Students earn digital badges to 
show they’ve completed each playlist 
and learned the prerequisite workforce 
preparedness skills.

Teens also had the opportunity to 
interact with tourism/hospitality 
professionals, learn about diff erent 
career paths and how to be successful 
within the industry as potential 
employees.

“I liked learning about public speaking 
and the proper way to speak to a large 
audience, because I have trouble 
speaking out loud…this will help me in 
the future,” says Jomari.

“I could see myself using what I learned 
in my life,” echoes Kevin.

Ever since opening in 2012, PPL’s 
Chace Children’s Discovery Library 
has served as a one-of-kind early 
learning place for young children and 
their parents. Even more than a fun and 
engaging destination for families living 
in and around Providence, it serves as a 
hub of activity and meeting place. New 
parents and parents new to the area 
alike have found their way to the Library, 
many forging lasting friendships while 
their children play and learn together.

Recently, the Library has witnessed and 
helped foster the growth of a new group 

– the Providence City Dad’s Group. “Right 
now, we are a branch of the Boston 
chapter,” explains organizer Mike Malkoff . 
He became aware of the national 
City Dad’s Group organization 
while living in New York 
and then was involved in 
the Chicago group. He 
decided to start one here 
upon recently moving to 
Providence with his wife 
and daughter Eliana.

“The Library has been a center point for 
us and Miss Anne (PPL early childhood 
educator) has really helped us spread the 
word. In addition to being a tremendous 
early learning program, it’s a great place 
for us to meet, network and expand our 
group,” says Mike.

Fellow group member and at-home 
dad Mohammad Altaruti echoes Mike’s 
sentiments. “My experience would be 
completely diff erent if I didn’t come here. 
It is a special place for both my daughter 
Jumana and me to meet others and build 
lasting relationships while she is learning.”

Andy Leukhardt, another dad in regular 
attendance at weekly story times agrees. 

“There's really no other place quite like 
PPL's Children's Library. As a dad, I look 
for inviting places to go with the kids that 
off er a real sense of community. Miss 
Anne does a wonderful job of welcoming 
everyone and we have developed some 

great friendships here.”

Dads Connect at PPL’s 
Chace Children’s 
Discovery Library

Teens Learn 
and Earn 
During 
Summer 
at PPL 

“As an at-home 
dad, I was eager 
for opportunities to 
connect with other 
dads in the area.”

— Mike Malkoff 

“It’s an awesome program 
that teaches you useful 
life skills. I liked how 
we were able to pick a 
location of our choice to 
explore and learn.” 

– Joyce
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PROGRAMS

It’s no surprise 
that June Shin, 
PPL’s 2016 
Updike Prize for 
Student Type 
Design winner, 

spends many hours in the Library’s 
Special Collections department. For her, 
it’s equal parts work and pleasure. Her 
passion is type design. 

June was fi rst introduced to the Daniel 
Berkeley Updike Collection on the History 
of Print as a Rhode Island School of 
Design MFA student in professor and 
designer Cyrus Highsmith’s typeface 
design class. Ever since, she has found a 
seemingly endless source for conducting 

her meticulous research and extremely 
detailed work, fi rst as a student and now 
as a professional type designer.

“I came to the Library to do more 
research to prepare for an independent 
study and also attended a lecture at PPL 
by typographer and design historian Paul 
Shaw. I am very detail oriented…probably 
to a somewhat obsessive degree,” 
admits June, laughing. “One thing led 
to another and I decided to enter the 
Updike Type Contest,” she says.

June is currently working with Cyrus 
Highsmith in the Morisawa Providence 
Drawing Offi  ce, the Japanese company’s 
fi rst United States-based design offi  ce 
established for developing Latin fonts for 
use in its expanding global market.

“Research will always be integral to my 
work. Innovation is important, but we 
need to know and respect the origins of 
typefaces. Jordan (PPL’s Head Curator 
of Collections) is a huge help to me in 
fi nding what I need.” 

When the right 
opportunity 
presents itself, you 
just know it. This 
is how it was for 

Providence resident Christian Mignacca 
when he saw a Facebook post 
promoting PPL’s Rhode Coders Clubs.

“Coding was always something of interest 
to me; I just wasn’t sure if it would be a fi t. 
Turns out it was. I grew up loving video 
games, but didn’t know if working in the 
world of computers and coding would 
mean I’d come to hate what I love doing 
in my free time,” says Christian.

Christian found the path he was destined 
to travel and hasn’t looked back since. “I 
fi nally found what my brain was designed 
to do!”

He credits PPL Rhode Coders creator 
and instructor Don Gregory for inspiring 
him to keep striving and getting better. 

“I wish every teacher was like him...he 
sucks you in with his passion and 
interest.”

After excelling in and completing 
the 10-week Rhode Coders 

“exploratory adventure,” 
Christian successfully 
enrolled in the fl agship 
class of the highly 
competitive 13-week 
General Assembly 
Web Development 
Immersive 
training.* 
Designed in 
partnership 
with TechHire 
RI, the Rhode 

Island Department of Labor and Training 
and other innovative companies in 
the state, it aims to prepare 25 Rhode 
Islanders with in-demand tech skills to 
compete for full-time, well-paying tech 
jobs upon graduation.

Looking ahead, Christian is confi dent he 
will land a great tech job. “I would love to 
stay in Rhode Island and also to have the 
chance someday to teach a class like the 
ones I’ve been fortunate to take.”

* Seven other former PPL 
Rhode Coders were in 

the General Assembly 
program with 

Christian.

Research at the 
Heart for June Shin

On the Rhode…
with Christian 
Mignacca

“I’m fortunate and thrilled to 
have the Updike Collection 
so close at hand. It is such 
a valuable resource.” 

– June Shin

“The PPL Rhode Coders 
program made it all 
possible for me.” 

– Christian Mignacca
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PROGRAMS

Since arriving in Rhode Island in late 
2016 Carmen Malia, an attorney in 
her native Spain, has methodically 
pursued opportunities to improve 
her English, become connected, and 
gain experience in order to become 
employed. She credits her successful 
journey so far to connections she 
made after joining a RIFLI intermediate 
ESL class at Cranston’s Auburn Library.

“It all started at the Library,” says 
Carmen. She excitedly relates one 
of her fi rst critical connections upon 
meeting Elizabeth Segovis of Rhode 
Island Legal Services (RILS) when 
she came one day to speak to the 
class. “Sometimes, it’s just fate,” off ers 
Carmen. “Elizabeth and everyone there 
welcomed me and gave me so much 
encouragement. 

As it turns out, Carmen was not only 
able to help others by volunteering 
as a translator at RILS, she also 
gained useful experience, support, 
and relationships that have led to job 
opportunities. She is currently working 
as a paralegal.

“The process has been very hard, but 
I’m a strong person,” she recalls. “I 
always try to take what I can learn from 
everything, no matter how diffi  cult, 
and don’t let setbacks stop me. Being 
persistent helps a lot. I have a strong 
conviction that I will be successful. I can 
imagine it is diffi  cult for many people, 
but I have learned that everything in 
life needs a process.”

“Through my current experience as 
a paralegal and doing important 
translation work, I realize the value 
of what I have to off er to others, and 
that I can also help them believe in 
themselves,” she says.

� Coinciding with the state’s fi rst Food Plan, PPL’s third annual Exhibition & Program 
series entitled On the Table was the most successful yet. While the exhibition 
examined changes in American foodways and dining culture through the lens of 
table settings, the four-month program schedule off ered a soup-to-nuts menu 
of free educational opportunities to nourish minds and bodies of participants of 
all ages. Programs were off ered in collaboration with a variety of partners and 
sponsors.* In an eff ort to link On the Table to statewide celebrations and events 
around food and food culture, PPL worked with the Rhode Island Historical Society 
as well as city, state, and regional tourism agencies to create and promote A 
La Rhody. The aim of the year-long campaign, featuring a website serving as 
a clearing house for food-related programs and events happening throughout 
the state, was to use the universal language of food to educate and encourage 
dialogue on a diverse array of topics. 

•  PPL continued its collaboration with Rhode Island Historical Society to off er the 
popular Family History Workshop series “Diggin’ Your Roots” – a full year of 
genealogy learning events designed for both novice and experienced researchers 
seeking to document their family stories. This year’s programs were tied to the 
year-long celebration of food kicked off  by the A La Rhody campaign. 

•  PPL again off ered its popular Small Business Workshop Series in the spring and 
fall in collaboration with RI SCORE. This free, long-running program is continually 
well-attended by prospective entrepreneurs eager to learn from the experts.

•  PPL’s growing searchable digital repository ProvLibDigital continued to swell 
with the addition of several thousand images from our Rhode Island Photograph 

Collection of people, places and events from the mid-19th through 20th 
century. PPL’s digital library now numbers nearly 15,000 historical 

and signifi cant resources, off ered free to the 
public for download and 

creative use.

Making Connections 
and Persistence Lead to 
Success for Carmen Malia

PROGRAM 
HIGHLIGHTS

  PPL’s growing searchable digital repository ProvLibDigital
with the addition of several thousand images from our Rhode Island Photograph 

Collection of people, places and events from the mid-19th through 20th 
century. PPL’s digital library now numbers nearly 15,000 historical 

and signifi cant resources, off ered free to the 
public for download and 

creative use.

"I knew I would not fi nd a job 
immediately, but felt I had 
useful skills I could o� er to 
help others while working to 
improve my English.” 
– Carmen Malia
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PROGRAMS•  The Rhode Island Collection at PPL opened the James N. Arnold 
Collection to researchers after a year of processing. The large 
historic collection constitutes an outstanding and valuable 
compilation of Rhode Island genealogical material. In addition to 
some materials made available through ProvLibDigital, a full fi nding 
aid and collection inventory is available online.

•  PPL held its third annual Updike Prize for Student Type Design 
Ceremony featuring a lecture by Dr. Fiona Ross, a pioneer in the 
design of non-Latin typefaces. The winner of the 2016 prize, generously 
sponsored by Paperworks, was June Shin for her type Ithaka.

 � PPL’s Special Collections added a signifi cant local collection 
documenting the creative and cultural history of Providence with the 
acquisition of the organizational archives of AS220, a nationally recognized 
arts organization founded in 1985. AS220 is credited as a national model for 
urban revitalization and in its advocacy for the role of artists and art practice 
within community development. The Library subsequently received a $63,660 
National Historical Publications and Records Commission grant to process and 
preserve the AS220 records.

•  PPL’s Chace Children's Discovery Library launched Family Literacy Bags, a 
new resource for parents of infants, toddlers and preschoolers developed in 
partnership with the Rhode Island Department of Education. The 27 bags are 
designed to give parents opportunities to play and read with their young children 
while building skills for success in school and life. They focus on the nine domains 
of learning outlined in the Rhode Island Early Learning and Development Standards 
for Family Fun Activities, and each kit includes sets of activity cards in both English 
and Spanish.

•  PPL hosted a new program series called Lawyers in the Library in partnership with 
Roger Williams University School of Law and participation from The Rhode Island Pro 
Bono Collaborative, Center for Justice, and Rhode Island Legal Services. Through 
monthly topic-specifi c presentations, followed by an opportunity to speak with a 
lawyer, the program’s aim was to help people who cannot a� ord private legal services.

•  Starting with an initial donation of seeds from the URI Master Gardener Program, PPL 
launched a Seed Library pilot as part of On the Table programs. The Seed Library 
o� ered hundreds of packets of seeds (edible and non-edible) free to patrons on an 
honor system. Also, a digital kiosk was developed enabling gardeners to explore 
online resources to enhance their gardening knowledge and experiences.

� PPL Special Collections published its fi rst comic book – Lizard Ramone in Hot 
Pursuit: A Guide to Archives for Artists and Makers – in collaboration with artist 
Jeremy Ferris, who created the storyline, illustrations and text. It was distributed 

locally with a bonus insert illustrated by O. Horvath. The project was undertaken 
in an e� ort to meet the needs of creative researchers and make our collections 
more accessible to artists and other non-traditional researchers.    

•  PPL continued its successful Passport to Summer Learning partnership with 
the City of Providence, Providence Schools, Providence Community Library, 
and numerous citywide organizations,* this year redesigning and distributing 
more than 15,000 Passports directly to students in grades K – 5. In its third year, 
the collaborative initiative addresses summer learning loss among children 

with the least access to community assets and educational resources. The 
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PROGRAMS

�  More than 150,300 visitors walked through our doors this year, many 
receiving direct expert service from our Children’s, Adult, Research 
and Information Service sta� , the Rhode Island and Special Collections 
librarians, or to attend classes, workshops, author talks, lectures, 
performances, and more. 

�  More than 24,590 adults and youth took part in varied learning 
experiences throughout the year. 

�  Learners statewide and beyond utilized Library resources and materials 
more than 1 million times, including 19,597 visits and 454,938 
page views on provlibdigital.org. 

�  Nearly 15,000 people followed us on varied social media, including 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Tumblr and our Special Collections blog, 
with engagement totaling more than 408,600.  

�  More than 7,400 children attended 443 early childhood and youth 
programs. Our popular Cradle to Crayons programs increased to 149 
with a total of 2,654 children and adults attending.

�  This year, 450 adult students representing 46 di� erent countries of 
origin were served. We saw 42 percent of our students increase an 
educational functioning level (2 or more grade levels). Additionally, 32 
became U.S. citizens, while 42 obtained jobs and 21 entered training 
or post-secondary education.

�  Our librarians helped 30,783 learners with research questions.  

�  Visitors came to our website 199,377 times and viewed 
420,824 pages. 

�  We welcomed 2,523 participants in 270 computer learning classes. 

�  Guests used our 46 public use computers 37,343 times, while teen 
and adult learners utilized an additional 80 devices in a multitude of 
technology and workforce development programs. 

�  Our many volunteers, including our PPL and PPL Foundation trustees, 
committee members and a diverse group of dedicated individuals, 
contributed more than 1,200 hours this year.
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2017 Passport expanded partnerships, and was even distributed to area Charter schools and 
some preschool children. Promoting an array of engaging, enriching and free activities off ered 
in and around the city, Passports were sent home with students prior to the end of the school 
year, encouraging children to read daily and spend time with family. This year’s project included 
improved data collection designed to help track the Passport’s eff ectiveness in mitigating summer 
learning loss.

•  During the summer, the Children’s Library launched a new STEAM Lab, inviting children and teens 
to explore through projects revolving around science, technology, engineering, art and math. 

�  PPL’s popular Rhode Coders Clubs, billed as an exploratory adventure to allow adults and 
teens with no experience to explore the world of computer coding and its possibilities, continued 
to expand, with the 10-week class series off ered in multiple libraries and leading to several 
participants admitted to the highly competitive and rigorous General Assembly coding boot camp.  

•  PPL launched a new adult workplace development off ering called Data Navigators. The 10-week 
course was an immediate success with adults interested in exploring how to transform data into 
actionable information.

 * For a list of our program partners and 
sponsors, visit provlib.org. 
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SUPPORTFiscal Year 2017 – July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017
Consolidated report of the PPL and PPL Foundation – unaudited

REVENUE – $5,233,380

EXPENSES – $5,438,625 / Surplus (Defi cit) – ($205,245)

Financial 
Report

Public Funds

State of Rhode Island – Grant in Aid $445,710

Rhode Island Reference Resource Center $319,159

City of Providence – Building Lease $279,411

Private Funds 

Contribution from Endowment $2,657,760

Program Grants & Donations – restricted  $769,853

Event Rental $373,925

Donations – unrestricted $313,288

Fees, Fines, Interest & Dividends  $60,809

Think Again Capital Campaign  $13,465

Salaries  $2,840,296

Benefi ts $934,717

General, Administrative & 
Other Program Support $358,708

Facility Maintenance & Upgrades $358,653

PPL Foundation Expenses $220,599 

Library Equipment & Supplies $276,027 

Books, Databases & Materials $178,240

Utilities $176,467

Life Income Funds $58,207

Security Services $36,006

In April, we held 
our second Savor 
the Story Wine 
Gala, featuring 
California’s Robert 
Sinskey Vineyards. 

Robert Sinskey and celebrated chef Maria 
Helm Sinskey presented “From soil to the 
table: the story of wine and cuisine,” to 
coincide with our On the Table Exhibition 
& Program Series. The event raised more 
than $60,000 to support the Library’s 
free programs and services for children, 
teens and adults. Presenting sponsors 
included Bottles Fine Wine, Wine Wizard, 
Rosalyn Sinclair, Bank of America, U.S. 

Trust, Amica Insurance Company, Parson’s 
Capital Management, Inc., Mr. Barry and 
Dr. Kathleen C. Hittner, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
R. Faulkner, BankRI, Dimeo Construction, 
Regency Plaza Apartments, Starkweather & 
Shepley Insurance Brokerage, Inc., Mr. Guy 
Lombardo, Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Edwards, 
Jr., Janet S. Hasson, designLab, Khan, 
Litwin, Renza & Co., Ltd., and Washington 
Trust. The event’s hosts were Stephen 
and Hazel Ashworth, Sean Dagesse, Janet 
Hasson and Je�  Graybiel, Dr. Victor Pricolo 
and Ms. Heide Abelli, Rick and Nicole 
Simone, and Raymond Willis, III and Sally 
McDonald Willis.

2017 Savor the 
Story Celebrates 
Wine and Cuisine
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SUPPORT

$150,000+
Institute of Museum and 

Library Services                              

$100,000+ 
Anonymous 

$25,000+ 
Digital Media and Learning 

Competitions
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Granoff *
June Rockwell Levy Foundation
Russell Morin Catering and Events
Joseph and Rosalyn Sinclair 

Foundation, Inc.*
United Way of Rhode Island

$10,000+ 
Mozilla Foundation
Mr. Paul C. Nicholson, Jr.*
Providence Journal Company
Rhode Island Department 

of Education
Wells Fargo

$5,000+ 
Amica Insurance*
Bank of America
Mr. Frederick Buhler and 

Ms. Dale Thompson*
Dr. Joseph A. Chazan and 

Ms. Victoria Veh*
Collette Travel
Ms. Elizabeth A. Debs*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Edwards, Jr.*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Faulkner*
Ida Ballou Littlefi eld Memorial Trust
Mrs. W. Sayles Nicholson*‡
Nordson Corporation Foundation
Ocean State Charities Trust
Parson's Capital Management, Inc.
Providence Tourism Council
Rhode Island Foundation
The Edward J. and Virginia M. 

Routhier Foundation*
TEN31 Productions, Inc.
United Parking LLC

$2,500+ 
Bank Rhode Island
designLAB Architects
Dimeo Construction Company*
Ebben Marketing Group, LLC
Mr. Barry Hittner and Dr. Kathleen 

C. Hittner*
John Clarke Trust
Starkweather & Shepley Insurance 

Brokerage, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Taylor*
U.S. Trust

$1,000+ 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of 

Rhode Island
Ms. Mary Ellen Boyle

Ms. Joan M. Caine*
Mary Dexter Chafee Fund*
Ms. Catherine Channell*
Cianci Education Foundation
Mr. Samuel C. Coale
Mr. Joel H. Cohen and 

Ms. Andrea E. Toon*
Ms. Karen DelPonte
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Dimeo*
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Dimeo
Mr. Robert DiMuccio
Ms. Jeanne D’Onofrio
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Farish
The Honorable and Mrs. Robert 

G. Flanders
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Flynn*
Mr. Joseph R. Miller and 

Ms. Maria Goncalves
Ms. Janet Hasson
Dr. Melvin Hershkowitz*
International Paper Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lisle
Mr. Guy Lombardo
Dr. and Mrs. Philip G. Maddock
Mr. and Mrs. Fred L. Mason, Jr.*
Mr. and Mrs. Norman E. McCulloch, Jr.*
Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. McDonald*
Ms. Ruth Mullen*
Mr. and Mrs. J. Renn Olenn*
Regency Plaza
Ms. Joan Ress Reeves
Dr. Dennis McCool and 

Ms. Jacqueline Savoie*
Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe, Jr.*
Mrs. Martha Sherman*
Mr. Daniel G. Siegel*
Edwin S. Soforenko Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. Joel N. Stark*
Mr. and Mrs. Shivan S. Subramaniam
Frederick C. Tanner Memorial
Ms. Cheryl G. Teverow
Mr. Michael Walker
Washington Trust Company
Mr. Alan Wong
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin L. Zurier*

Each year countless volunteers, donors and organizations 
collaborate with and contribute their invaluable time and talent to 
the Library and their community. PPL and its Foundation recognize 

and thank these and all Fiscal Year 2017 supporters whose contributions ensure 
that the Library can continue its mission as a vibrant and vital cultural and 
educational resource that engages learners, inspires thinkers and connects 
diverse communities. Further, we proudly herald those who donate $1,000 
or more to our Annual Fund as members of our Conservator Society. These 
generous private donors – individuals and family foundations – have long 
recognized the community’s need for lifelong learning opportunities and have 
continually ensured PPL’s ability to achieve its mission.

Support It all started 
with a desire 
to preserve the 
history and story 
of his beloved 
Fox Point (on 

Providence’s East Side) in order to share 
it with his children and grandchildren. “I 
realized one day what a great community 
I grew up in and that I wanted to share 
this with as many as I could for posterity,” 
recalls Lou Costa.

In 1985, with his life-long friend Johnny 
Costa, Lou began compiling the Lou 
Costa Collection on Fox Point – a wide 
assortment of family photographs, news 
clippings, community newsletters, church 
bulletins, and images showing neighbor-
hood buildings – to document decades 
of history, primarily over the 20th century. 
“I’ve attended a lot of funerals over the 
years,” jokes Lou. “That’s where you 
really see all the old photos 
come out and people remi-
nisce.” He currently has well 
over 40,000 items on Flickr.

But recently, while organiz-
ing his collection with his 
long-time associate Phyllis 
Pacheco, a former librarian at 
Fox Point Branch Library, and Dr. 
Annie Valk and her students at 
John Nicholas Brown Center for 
Public Humanities and Cultural 
Heritage (JNCB), Lou decided 
it was time to locate his 
valuable materials in a 

place that would ensure his goal of pre-
serving and making them available free to 
everyone. After some consideration, Lou 
turned to PPL and Kate Wells, Curator of 
Rhode Island Collections.

“What a beautiful, great secret this library 
is…I was amazed by the Rhode Island 
Collection and I realized it was the perfect 
place for my collection,” says Lou. “I know 
and trust it will be shared with people for 
generations to come.”

Lou’s collection quickly became integrated 
into PPL’s 2017 Exhibition & Program series 
exhibit on food culture, a recent “New 
Acquisitions” exhibit, and is being used by 
JNBC digital humanities students. “Lou’s 
collection documenting life and times in 
one of our city’s neighborhoods is exactly 
what we look for to include in the Rhode 
Island Collection,” says Kate.

A life-long Providence res-
ident, Lou has traveled 

a great deal, but he 
enjoys nothing more 
than visiting and remi-
niscing with fellow Fox 
Pointers…wherever he 
fi nds them!

Lou Costa… My 
Object Is to Share, 
Share, Share!

Fox Point Branch Library, and Dr. Fox Point Branch Library, and Dr. 

John Nicholas Brown Center for John Nicholas Brown Center for 
Public Humanities and Cultural Public Humanities and Cultural 
Heritage (JNCB), Lou decided Heritage (JNCB), Lou decided Heritage (JNCB), Lou decided 

A life-long Providence res-A life-long Providence res-
ident, Lou has traveled ident, Lou has traveled 

a great deal, but he a great deal, but he 
enjoys nothing more enjoys nothing more 
than visiting and remi-than visiting and remi-
niscing with fellow Fox niscing with fellow Fox niscing with fellow Fox 
Pointers…wherever he Pointers…wherever he Pointers…wherever he Pointers…wherever he Pointers…wherever he 
fi nds them!fi nds them!fi nds them!fi nds them!
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SUPPORT

Mr. Stephen Beckwith
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Beghtel
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Bennett*
Benny’s Inc.*
Ms. Alexis Bonamassa
Mr. Jordan Boss
Ms. Melissa Bouchard
Mr. Jordan Bouclin
Ms. Dale Bowring
Ms. Linda Bradley
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Brannon
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Browder
Mr. James Brown
Mr. Thomas Bryson
Ms. Michelle Caetano
Ms. Dina Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Cane
Ms. Annie Cappuccino
Ms. Karen Cardillo
Ms. Amanda Carter
Mr. Mark Cataudella
Mr. Matthew Chausse
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Chisholm
Ms. Michelle Clayton
Mr. Richard Cohn
Mr. Alan Conley
Dr. and Mrs. Leon N. Cooper*
Ms. Claire F. Cournoyer
Ms. AnnMarie Cutlip
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis D. Dana
Mr. Matthew D’Elia
Ms. Pauline M. Della Ventura*
Amato A. Deluca, Esq.
Mr. Jarret Demers
Ms. Bethany Depalma
Mr. Gerald R. DeSchepper*
Ms. Judy Dias
Ms. Anna Drake
Mr. Aisling Dugan
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Eichler
Mr. Frank G. Eldredge, Jr.
Ms. Annemarie Enderby
Mr. Mak Falaye
Ms. Mary Fasano
Ms. Dorothy Fay
Mr. Stephen Fernandes
Mr. Robert Ferzan
Mr. Luigi T. Fiore
Mr. Joseph Fisler
Ms. Helen Flynn
Mr. William M. Fowler, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Fredman*
Ms. Kellie Freitas
Ms. Dandie Gallaher
Ms. Christine Gamble
Mr. and Mrs. Aram Garabedian
Ms. Carly Gelb
Ms. Grace Geller
Ms. Aprile Giugliano
Mr. D’Andre Gooden
Ms. Marissa Grilli
Ms. Sandy Gross
Mrs. Helen Grossman*

Paula Gruslin
Ms. Shirley Guerreiro
Mr. Scott Guthery and 

Ms. Mary Cronin
Mr. Warren Hagist
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Hall
Mr. Steven Hamburg and 

Ms. Sarah A. Barker
Mr. Jason Harry
Ms. Jaime Hatzelhoff er
Dr. Louis Heifetz
Mr. Brian Heneghan
Mr. Timothy D. Herbert
Ms. Shannon Higgins
Ms. Joanna Higgison
Mr. Edward T. Hill
Mr. Clay Hinrichs
Mr. Michael Hirtle
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hitopoulos
Mr. Jason Holder
Ms. Melissa Holder
Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Hollmann*
Mr. Arolin Hughes
Ms. Sue Imhoff 
Mr. and Mrs. Dante Ionata
Ms. Doreen Ise
Ms. Petra Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kauff man
Mr. Thomas Kenney
Dr. Harold Kisner
Ms. Joanna Kline
Mr. Julius Kolawole
Mr. Fares Lahoud
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce C. Landis*
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lappin
Ms. Susan Latinville
Ms. Jane Lavoie
Ms. Valerie Leon
Mrs. Barbara Levine*
Mrs. Janice Libby*
Drs. Richard A. Lobban and 

Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban*
Mr. Rufi no Lomba
Mr. Steven E. Lutterbeck
Ms. Carmela MacKnight
Mr. Jean D. Madden, Jr.
Mr. Michael D. Marcaccio*
Mr. H. Jack Martin and 

Mr. James R. Murdock
Ms. Nichole Masse
Mr. Tuck Matteson
Ms. Kathryn McGowan
Mr. and Mrs. John McLacken
Mr. Michael McMullem
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. McNally*
Ms. Melanie Mello
Mr. Henry Michalenka
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Milot*
Ms. Emily Minakin
Burleigh and Carol Morton
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Moulton*
Ms. Alivia Mussulli
Ms. Jeanne MutoKyle*

Mr. and Mrs. James Nagle*
Mr. Thomas Nakayama
Ms. Amy Newman
Mr. Hien Nguyen
Ms. Mildred Nichols
Ms. Pirkko Nurmikko
Ms. Ashley Nutter
Mr. Robert O’Donnell
Mr. Seth O’Donnell
Mr. Jeff rey Okolowitcz
Ms. Arleen Oliva
Ms. Carla PackBailey
Ms. Maria C. Parente
Ms. Jill Pearlman
Mr. Tom Peterson
Ms. Nicole Purcell
Ms. Jessica Ralston
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Ramos
Mr. Alan Raposa
Rhode Island Council for 

the Humanities, Inc.*
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Ribbans
Ricci Family Fund
Ms. Noreen Ricci
Ms. Barbara J. Riter*
Mr. Conor Rochford
Ms. Mackenzie Roderick
Ms. Gloria Romano*
Mr. Dietrich Rueschemeyer
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Ryvicker
Ms. Melissa Sabatini
Charles and Donald 

Salmanson Foundation*
Mr. Vijaya Sambandam*
Ms. Stacey Santoro
Mr. Jonathan Sassi
Mr. Michael B. Scanlon*
Dr. and Mrs. Mark F. Scott
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Seidel*
Ms. Shayna Sembrano
Mr. Jonathan Sharlin and 

Ms. Olivia B. McCullough
Mr. and Mrs. Deming E. Sherman*
Ms. Kara Sherratt
Mr. Nicholas Simmonds
Ms. Jade Sisti
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Skenyon
Mr. Colin F. Smith
Ms. Samantha Smith
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Smith, Jr.
Ms. Susan Smulyan
Ms. Pamela Snodgrass-Belt
Mr. Antonio Soares
Ms. Kathryn Sos-Hayda
Mrs. Mary C. Speare
Ms. Anna Spiller
Ms. Tania Stankevich
Mr. Jason Stevenson
Mr. Dexter Strong
Ms. Maureen Taylor
Mr. Peter Ting
Ms. Keeley Tobin
Ms. Marlene Torres

� Please remember Providence Public Library 
during the United Way campaign. To donate, 
simply write Providence Public Library in 
the space provided for donor option on the 
United Way form. 

� Planned Giving is an integral part of 
ensuring Providence Public Library’s 
excellence for generations to come. 
When arranging your fi nancial or 
estate plan, we hope you will consider 
the Library.

$500+ 
Anonymous
AAA Northeast
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Bahr
Ms. Anne Bauman
Beacon Mutual Insurance
Ms. Monty Burnham
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Chafee
Mr. John Paul Couture
Mr. Ernest L. Crivellone
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Fain*
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Friedman*
Ms. Vera Harrington
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Iannuccilli*
Mr. David Lichtenstein
Ms. Leandra MacLennan
Dr. Jason Miller
Mr. Jonathan Okolowitcz
Ms. Dana Palangio
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Paolino, Jr.
Mr. Edward Levine and 

Ms. Isabella Porter
Dr. Victor Pricolo and 

Ms. Heide Abelli
Mr. Micah Salkind
Mr. Jeff ery Schreck and 

Ms. Nancy K. Cassidy*
Shawmut Design and Construction
Ms. Meera Simoes
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sloan, Jr.
Ms. Barbara Sokoloff 
The Murray Family Charitable 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Newell Warde
Mr. J. Scott Wolf and 

Ms. Joyce P. Krabach*

$250+ 
Mrs. Gale Aronson
Ms. Debra Barry
Mr. Russell Beauchemin
Dr. and Mrs. William Braden, III
Ms. Kay Ellen Bullard
Mr. Calvin Campany
Mr. Robert J. Clayton and 

Dr. Jessica Swedlow
Ms. Courtenay Cliff ord
Mr. and Mrs. John Connor
Mr. David Counts
Mr. and Mrs. Murray S. Danforth, III*
Ms. Lisa DeCubellis
Ms. Ann M. Doherty
Mr. and Mrs. Peter E. D'Orsi
Mr. Kevin Dowd
Ms. Josephine DuBiel*
Mr. Karl Edminster
Ms. Laurie Fernandes
Ms. Jane E. Fleury
Mr. Jack Fracasso and 

Ms. Lita Orefi ce*
Ms. Nancy J. Fritz
Mr. Louis R. Giancola*
Ms. Elizabeth Glatzer
Ms. Alana Iantuono
Mr. and Mrs. Saul Kaplan
Ms. Ashley Keenan
Ms. Elizabeth Kofron
Ms. Hilary Kraus
Ms. Daria Kreher
Ms. Joy Madriaga
Mr. William A. Maloney
Ms. Karen Marcantonio
Mr. Kenneth Marks
Ms. Michelle Martin
Mr. Frank Mauran, III*

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mauran, IV*
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond McKenna
Ms. Abby McQuade
Mr. and Mrs. M. David Odeh*
Mr. Joe Pari
Mr. Richard Paull
Mr. Derek Piatt
Mrs. Marcia Riesman
Ms. Dawn A. Robertson
Ms. Joan Romano*
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent E. Russo*
Ms. Donna Scungio
Mr. John Shea, IV
Ms. Mary E. Sherlock
Mr. James M. Silverthorn
Mr. and Mrs. William Simmons*
Ms. Erica Thompson
Mr. Daniel Varin
Verrecchia Family Foundation
Ms. Desiree Vieira
Mr. Thilo Vollrath
Mr. Scott Weber
Mr. Greg S. Whitehead

$100+ 
Mr. Brian Abbott
Dr. and Mrs. Levi C. Adams
Ms. Melody L. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Alperin
Ms. Lucreica Ardente
Ms. Caitlyn Arsenault
Ms. Katherine Babula
Ms. Bridget Baird
Mrs. Priscilla Ballou*
Ms. Kaytlin Barreira
Mr. Robert D. Bates*
Mr. Daniel Baudouin
Ms. Sara Bawtinheimer
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“Often folks 
who attend 
Mysterium – 
The Eternal 
Masquerade 

describe it as #AdultHalloween 
or #Howadultsdohalloween,” says 
Joe Pari, co-founder of TEN31 
Productions, the event’s creators and 
a PPL Trustee. “This is gratifying. It’s 
remarkable that these hashtags and 
descriptions have occurred organically. 
While our focus has always been to 
create an upscale and intellectual 
experience for attendees, it also is a 
time for adults to feel once again that 
childhood spirit and fun that comes 
with Halloween.”

Beginning in 2014 in partnership with 
PPL’s hospitality partner Russell Morin 
Catering & Events, Mysterium has 
been designed as a signature 

event as well as a fundraiser for the 
Library. It is unique because of its 
inspiration, which are the materials 
housed in PPL’s Special Collections. 
The collections off er an endless supply 
of literary themes and TEN31 has done 
an incredible job weaving its magic 
year after year.

Hundreds of guests have attended 
Mysterium, with the event gaining in 
popularity each time. “One of our goals 
was to create a successful marketing 
event that would serve to foster busi-
ness to PPL’s event spaces,” says Joe. 

“I believe that Mysterium has helped 
bring about a broader awareness of 
the Library as an event venue.”

Making Mysterium 
at PPL with TEN31 
Productions

SUPPORTMs. Marianne Tracy
Mr. Kevon Tucker-Seeley
Ms. Roberta Uhlmann
United Service & Allied Workers 

of Rhode Island
Mr. Paul Vanzuiden
Ms. Katia Vaughan
Mr. Jeremy VonFlatern
Mrs. Michelle Walker*
Mrs. Sarah Weed
Ms. Barbara Weindling
Ms. Elizabeth Wells
Ms. Denise Werchan
Mr. Aaron Wheeler
Ms. Amanda Williams
Ms. Kimberly Wimprine
Drs. Richard and Barbara Wong
Mr. David C. Woolman*
Mr. John Woolsey
Mr. Michael Zucker
The Honorable Samuel Zurier* 

$50+ 
Anonymous (5)
Ms. Judith W. Adams
Ms. Virginia Adams
Peter and Susan Allen
Mr. Orlando Almanzar*
Ms. Mary Francis Bishop
Mr. Michael and Dr. Alice Bonitati
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Bradford*
Ms. Laurette Bradley
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Branch
Mr. Larry Brown
Chaplain Stewart Brown
Mrs. Lola M. Buonanno
Dr. Frances L. Burger
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Calef
Ms. Kayla Campbell
Ms. Sandra Campo*
Mrs. Edith G. Chisholm
Mr. Robert D. Chorney
Mr. Arthur Chute
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cimini
Ms. Lois Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. John Connors
Mr. Airel B. Cooper
Mrs. Jacquelyn B. Cooper
Mr. Peter Corr
Ms. Dianne Curran
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Davis
Ms. Gemma Dean
Ms. Jane A. Desforges and 

Mr. Michael J. White
Ms. Shannon T. Dolan
Ms. Norine Duncan
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Epstein-Lubow
Mr. David Feit
Ms. Susan Fine
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fischer
Mr. Jeff  Freymann
Ms. Elizabeth Fussell

Mr. Michael L. Gallogly and 
Ms. Carol Whitney

Mr. William E. Gillen
Dr. Joan I. Glazer
Ms. Alycia Goody
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Gralnek
Ms. Lynda Gulley
Mr. Charles Hambly, Jr.
Ms. Barbara Harris
Dr. Daniel S. Harrop, III*
Ms. Bunny Harvey
Mr. and Mrs. Barrett Hazeltine
Mr. Thomas Heff ernan and 

Ms. Roberta Capuano*
Ms. Mabel S. Hempstead
Ms. Luisa Hernandez
Ms. Donna M. Heroux-Everson
Ms. Cynthia Hiatt
Ms. Janice S. Howard*
Mr. and Mrs. Keith N. Johnson
Kane Barrengos Foundation*
Mr. and Mrs. David Kaplan
Mrs. Lucienne Kaprielian*
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff rey Kasle
Ms. Deborah M. Kelley
Ms. Rebecca Kessler
Ms. Jennifer Kodis
Ms. Sheryl Kopel
Ms. Evelyn A. Kozec
Ms. Megan Lang
Ms. Julie Latessa*
Mr. James H. Leach*
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard I. Levin
Ms. Laura Levine
Ms. Evelyn Lincoln
Mr. Frederick R. Love
Mr. Patrick Luvara
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Maceroni
Ms. Vivian A. Malloy
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. McClure*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. McDonough
Mr. Ralph Mero
Mr. Gary Monnier
Douglass and Elizabeth Morse
Mr. Ronald K. Nelson
Mr. Foluke O. Odafen
Ms. Luisa Osborne
Ms. Susan M. Pacheco
Ms. Filomena B. Paolucci
Ms. Carle Pieters
Ms. Mary V. Pina
Dr. and Mrs. Tullio D. Pitassi
Ms. Sandra M. Poirier
Ms. Nancy A. Potter
Ms. Judith Queen
Mr. and Mrs. Carmine Rao
Mr. Bernard M. Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rippe
Mr. Stephen Robertson
Mr. Edwardo R. Rocha
Mr. Danilo Rodriguez and 

Ms. Ysa C. Luna
Ms. Karen T. Romer

Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Rondeau
Ms. Lucy Rossi
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Rotenberg
Mr. Justin Saldivar
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Savitzky
Mr. Daniel Schofi eld
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Schwartz
Ms. Catherine T. Sharkey
Mr. Bruce A. Shaw and 

Dr. Judith Shaw*
Ms. Jennifer Sherer
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Sherlock*
Ms. Fannie M. Shore
Dr. and Mrs. Michael S. Siclari
Ms. Elizabeth T. Silva
Mr. Alexander Smith
Ms. Cynthia Stanton
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Stockdale
Ms. Joanna Susin
Mrs. Elizabeth Swindells
Ms. Elisa Tabaddor
Mr. and Mrs. William Tabor
Mr. Raymond L. Tetrault
Ms. Patricia Thompson*
Ms. Judith A. Titzel
Ms. Martha Tuttle
Mr. Peter Viner-Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Waldman
Ms. Leslie Wisan
Ms. Judith A. Wood
Ms. Joyce Yeremian
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Zakrison
Stanley Zimmering, Ph.D.
Mrs. Lucy B. Zodda
Mr. Ramon Zorabedian

* Refl ects giving over 
fi ve or more consecutive years

‡  Deceased

This list refl ects the generous support 
of our donors from July 1, 2016 through 
June 30, 2017. Some gifts may include an 
employer’s match. Multiyear pledges are 
listed in full in the year they are made; 
annual payments are refl ected in the list 
above. We make every e� ort to produce 
accurate lists. We apologize if we have 
misspelled or omitted a name.
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Board of Trustees 

Robert K. Taylor
Chair 

Robert W. Edwards, Jr.,
Vice Chair 

Elizabeth A. Debs
Secretary 

Mary Ellen Boyle
Joan M. Caine
Dr. Joseph A. Chazan
Sean C. Dagesse
Lisa DeCubellis
Karen G. DelPonte
Mak A. Falaye
Maia Farish
Maria J.R. Goncalves
Janet S. Hasson
Dr. Kathleen C. Hittner
Julius Kolawole

Guy Lombardo
Sally P. McDonald
Joseph Pari
Brent Runyon
Micah E. Salkind
William S. Simmons
 
Trustees Emeritus
Dr. Charles J. McDonald
Mary B. Olenn
Martha P. Sherman
Joel S. Stark
 
PPL Foundation 
Board of Trustees

Robert K. Taylor 
Chair

Joan M. Caine

Karen G. DelPonte, Esq.

Robert W. Edwards, Jr., 
Esq.

Dr. Kathleen C. Hittner

Scott S. Lisle

Guy Lombardo

Administrative Staff 

Jack Martin
Executive Director 

Aaron Peterman 
Associate Director 

Jordan Goffi  n 
Head Curator of 
Collections

Kasandra Larsen
Controller 

Erica Busillo Adams
Development Director 

Karisa Tashjian 
Education Director 

Christina Bevilacqua
Exhibitions & Programs 
Director

Daniel Simon 
Facilities Director 

Tonia Mason 
Marketing Director

Beatrice Pulliam 
Technology & 
Information Services 
Director

MISSION

PPL engages learners, inspires thinkers 
and connects diverse communities.

VISION

PPL is a library re-imagined. Our 
library is a place where tradition and 
innovation intersect – an open and 
collaborative center of teaching and 
learning where people can connect, 
experience, create and achieve. 
Approachable and inclusive, PPL is 
committed to making a meaningful 
di� erence in the lives of Rhode 
Islanders and everyone we serve.

�  “Model school 
garden in Providence,” 
League of Improvement 
Societies in Rhode 
Island, [1921].
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Providence Public Library
150 Empire Street, Providence RI 02903 

401 455 8000 • provlib.org




