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Short Stories

Rural Voices: 15 Authors Challenge Assumptions About Small-Town America by Nora Shalaway Carpenter (YA RUR)

For most of America's history, rural people and culture have been casually mocked, stereotyped, and, in general, deeply misunderstood. Now an array of
short stories, poetry, graphic short stories, and personal essays, along with anecdotes from the authors' real lives, dives deep into the complexity and
diversity of rural America and the people who call it home. Fifteen extraordinary authors--diverse in ethnic background, sexual orientation, geographic
location, and socioeconomic status--explore the challenges, beauty, and nuances of growing up in rural America. From a mountain town in New Mexico to
the gorges of New York to the arctic tundra of Alaska, you'll find yourself visiting parts of this country you might not know existed--and meet characters
whose lives might be surprisingly similar to your own.

 All Out: the No-Longer-Secret Stories of Queer Teens Throughout the Ages edited by Saundra Mitchell (YA ALL)

From a retelling of Little Red Riding Hood set in war-torn 1870s Mexico featuring a transgender soldier...to two girls falling in love while mourning the death of
Kurt Cobain...to forbidden love in a sixteenth-century Spanish convent...and an asexual girl discovering her identity amid the 1970s roller-disco scene, All Out
tells a diverse range of stories across cultures, time periods, and identities, shedding light on an area of history often ignored or forgotten.

Unbroken: 13 Stories Starring Disabled Teens edited by Marieke Nijkamp (YA UNB)

An anthology of stories in various genres, each featuring disabled characters and written by disabled creators. The collection includes stories of interstellar
war, a journey to Persia, a dating debacle. The teenaged characters reflect diverse colors, genders, and orientations-- without obscuring the realities of their
disabilities.

Black Enough: Stories of Being Young & Black in America edited by Ibi Zoboi (YA BLA) 

Black is...sisters navigating their relationship at summer camp in Portland, Oregon, as written by Renée Watson.
Black is...three friends walking back from the community pool talking about nothing and everything, in a story by Jason Reynolds.
Black is...Nic Stone's high-class beauty dating a boy her momma would never approve of.
Black is...two girls kissing in Justina Ireland's story set in Maryland.
Black is urban and rural, wealthy and poor, mixed race, immigrants, and more--because there are countless ways to be Black enough.

A collection of short stories exploring the moment when a couple meets for the first time--from an African American girl in upstate New York who
simultaneously finds a prom dress and a date to a transgender girl who confronts the student blocking her right to use the school restroom.
Whether or not you believe in fate, or luck, or love at first sight, every romance has to start somewhere. Now readers can indulge in their love of meet-cute
moments with a YA short story collection from some of today's most popular YA authors. A diverse cast of characters and situations means that this
collection has something for every reader looking for feel-good fun.

Meet Cute (YA MEE)

My True Love Gave to Me: Twelve Holiday Stories edited and w/ a story by Stephanie Perkins (YA MY)

Fifteen-year-old Morgan has a secret: She can't wait to escape the perfect little island where she lives. She's desperate to finish high school and escape her
sad divorced mom, her volatile little brother, and worst of all, her great group of friends... who don't understand Morgan at all. Because really, Morgan's
biggest secret is that she has a lot of secrets, including the one about wanting to kiss another girl. Then one night, Morgan is saved from drowning by a
mysterious girl named Keltie. The two become friends and suddenly life on the island doesn't seem so stifling anymore. But Keltie has some secrets of her
own. And as the girls start to fall in love, everything they're each trying to hide will find its way to the surface... whether Morgan is ready or not.

Toil & Trouble: 15 Tales of Women & Witchcraft edited by Jessica Spotswood & Tess Sharpe (YA TOI)

THERE'S NOTHING MORE POWERFUL THAN A WITCH WHO BELIEVES IN HERSELF. 
Women accused of witchcraft. Fearsome girls with arcane knowledge. Toil & Trouble features fifteen stories of girls embracing their power, reclaiming their
destinies, and using their magic to create, to curse, to cure, to kill...and to live.  
A young witch uses social media to connect with her astrology clients--and with a NASA-loving girl as cute as she is skeptical. A priestess of death
investigates a ritualized murder. A bruja who cures lovesickness might need the remedy herself when she falls for an altar boy. A theater production is
turned upside down by a visiting churel. A water witch uses her magic to survive the soldiers who have invaded her desert oasis. And in the near future, a
group of girls accused of witchcraft must find their collective power...and destroy their captors. 
NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE POWER OF A TEEN WITCH!

Up All Night: 13 Stories Between Sunset and Sunrise edited by Laura Silverman (YA UP)

When everyone else goes to bed, the ones who stay up feel like they're the only people in the world. As the hours tick by deeper into the night, the familiar
drops away and the unfamiliar beckons. Adults are asleep, and a hush falls over the hum of daily life. Anything is possible. 
It's a time for romance and adventure. For prom night and ghost hunts. It's a time for breaking up, for falling in love--for finding yourself.

 Monstrous Affections: an Anthology of Beastly Tales edited by Kelly Link & Gavin J. Grant (YA MON)

Fifteen top voices in speculative fiction explore the intersection of fear and love in a haunting, at times hilarious, darkly imaginative volume. Predatory kraken
that sing with - and for - their kin; band members and betrayed friends who happen to be demonic; harpies as likely to attract as repel. Welcome to a world
where humans live side by side with monsters, from vampires both nostalgic and bumbling to an eight-legged alien who makes tea. Here you'll find mercurial
forms that burrow into warm fat, spectral boy toys, a Maori force of nature, a landform that claims lives, and an architect of hell on earth. Through these and a
few monsters that defy categorization, some of today's top young-adult authors explore ambition and sacrifice, loneliness and rage, love requited and
avenged, and the boundless potential for connection, even across extreme borders.
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