


A STRONG FUTURE

As we approach our 150th anniversary, we reflect on another year |:> Expansion of our role with the PVD Young Makers initiative with increased Governor’s
defined by remarkable growth and achievement. We realize we have Workforce Board Real Skills for Youth funding to support our popular workforce readi-
truly begun to achieve the vision outlined prior to our transformative ness initiatives: the PVD Young Makers internship, Rhode Coders 2.0; JavaScript,
Python, and HTML/CSS programs, Data for Good, and Teen Entrepreneurs programming

rebuilding campaign; but along with our achievements have come
persistent challenges. These experiences have both tested our

: : However, our growth and expansion have not come without challenges. As we broaden
resolve and deepened our commitment to securing a strong future

d enduring | for th £ 150 our services and reach, we face ongoing difficulties in securing the necessary resources to
and enduring fegacy for the nex years. sustain our efforts. The increasing demand for our services has placed a strain on our staff,
facilities, and funding. Balancing the need to innovate and expand with the reality of limited

This year’s demand for our services surpassed our unprecedented . . : .
resources remains a delicate and ongoing exercise.

usage of last year. We have evolved far beyond the traditional role of a

library, securing our place as a vital hub for learning, connection, and As we look ahead to our 150th anniversary and beyond, our focus is on securing a robust
support. From providing access to technology and digital literacy pro- future and creating a legacy that will endure for the next 150 years. We remain dedicated
grams to offering safe spaces for community gatherings to ensuring to laying the groundwork for future generations, ensuring that PPL continues to thrive as

free, specialized learning opportunities for all ages, we have consist- a vibrant, essential resource for all.

ently adapted to meet the evolving needs of those who rely on us.
With the unwavering support of our community and partners, we are confident that we can

meet the challenges ahead and continue to grow and innovate. Together, we will build a
lasting legacy that honors our past, meets the needs of the present, and paves the way for
a bright future.

We have continued to expand our community connections and forge
new partnerships with local organizations, schools, and businesses,
enabling us to extend our reach and impact even further. These collab-

CIEICIES WS SRS (IS LSl & ORI SR EITER G [PrOE s Gl As always, thank you for your unflagging dedication and support. Our shared commitment

serwces to.tacklg Cllca s e Yl .Iltera.cy, workfc?rce developrpent, will ensure that our library remains strong and relevant for the generations to come.
and social inclusion and make a lasting difference in countless lives.

Jack Martin, PPL Executive Director
Some highlights from this year included: Elizabeth Debs, Chair

A new four-part Microsoft Excel Work Readiness Pathway for
English Language Learners
PPL’s first Digital Humanities Fellow, who worked with our
Nicholson Whaling Collection on the William Martin Project
documenting New England’s most prominent Black whaling ship
captain's expansive career and final voyage
Multiple exhibitions mounted in our Gallery and areas throughout
the Library, including a three-part fall Community Pop-Up Art
Exhibition series and an “immersive voyage toward Liberation” in
conjunction with the William Martin Project in the spring
The debut of a monthly podcast to shed light on the work of the
Library and the communities we serve

I had the opportunity to be accepted into PPL’s Excel
Intermediate Class, where | had a wonderful learning
experience. | am profoundly grateful to be able to pursue
— education in our community. The programs and resources
' available have not only transformed the lives of many in-
dividuals but have also had a significant impact on our
personal and professional growth. | am deeply apprecia-
tive of the Library’s dedication to fostering an inclusive,
supportive, and empowering environment for all.

— Vivian Liu
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__Financial Report

July 1, 2023—June 30, 2024

Fiscal Year 2024 — July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024

Consolidated report of the PPL and PPL Foundation

REVENUE — $8,632,493

Private Funds

Endowment

Individuals/Family Foundations
Corporations/Private Funding

Earned Income

Public Funds

Grants/Contracts and
State/Federal Funds

State of Rhode Island - Grant in Aid
Rhode Island SRRC

City of Providence Building Lease

EXPENSES — $9,011,164
Personnel
Debt Service
Program Support
Facilities
Books and Library Materials

Professional Fees

$3,754,676
$729,492
$563,235
$377,594

$1,983,845

$552,771
$391,468
$279,412

$4,613,029
$2,152,331
$1,185,374
$597,567
$339,659
$123,204
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Three-year “Data for Good” Project Concludes;
Libraries Harnessing the Power of Data

Businesses make use of data analytics to gain valuable insights
about their services, customers, and growth opportunities. Similarly,
libraries are well positioned to play a pivotal role in analyzing raw
data to assist community partners in identifying trends and patterns,
thereby enabling them to address issues and make informed deci-
sions for the greater good. Recognizing the immense potential of
data analytics and having seen compelling outcomes over three
years of offering data education programs for adults and teens, PPL
sought and received a multi-year IMLS national leadership grant of
$532,380 in 2021 to seed an innovative, responsive, and holistic
education program called “Data for Good” in partnership with
institutions across the country, turning it into a training program to
assist libraries in providing data analytics support to local nonprofits,
as well as the library.

Partners in this project included DeKalb County Public Library,
Decatur, Georgia; Okefenokee Library, Okefenokee, Georgia;
Pottsboro Library, Pottsboro, Texas, and the Rhode Island School of
Design Museum. The collection of resources and information about
the project offers guidance and adaptable tools to aid any library in
launching a Data for Good initiative. With data analytics as a power-
ful tool, libraries can empower patrons, strengthen community organ-
izations, and catalyze positive change for adult and teen learners.

The Data for Good curriculum is available for anyone to replicate and
adapt into a training program in their community. The curriculum is

a set of project-based lessons that guide adult or teen learners in
achieving the skills they need to analyze data. There are a total of 15
lessons, each with a lesson plan packet, slide decks, and activities
for learners. The curriculum is published under a Creative Commons
license for anyone to reuse and repurpose.

Project made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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2024 At-a-Glance

Total usage of resources and materials topped 2,240,331, including use of AskRI
offerings, while library users received information assistance from library staff a total

of 50,112 times.
PPL had more than 100,000 in-person visitors and 168,216 website visits.

1,573 individuals received Digital Navigation Services and formal Technology &
Career Training, including basic skills classes, in-person and virtual learning sessions.

RIFLI served 428 ESL students and 108 Citizenship students from 50+ countries.

PPL’s Rl Adult Education Professional Development team held 86 synchronous

training sessions attended by 1,169 participants across 19 organizations. Also, 30

recorded training sessions were uploaded to the newly launched RI Adult Education
site.

1,110 youth and adults participated in Workshop Open Studio and Training sessions,
including 437 youth who participated in STEAM opportunities.

The Library’s Young Creators program engaged 196 6-12 years old in 28 sessions
focused on music, theater, dance, coding, art, and sewing.

4,221 children and parents visited the Children’s Library while 2,743 attended
160 story times; and, Teen Loft youth services staff welcomed 4,968 teens.

PPL’s Special Collections department hosted 1,035 researchers and students,
event attendees, and tour visitors.

More than 28,160 children, youth, and adults attended a multitude of PPL learning
and enrichment programs, exhibitions, and events.

William Martiniand the

1887 Voyage of the
Eunice H. Adams

Homepage for the William Magtin Project at PPL

William Martin
Project Launches

PPL celebrated the launch of the William Martin Project, a website
that brings together material from across our Nicholson Whaling
Collection to illuminate the 1887 voyage of the whaling vessel
Eunice H. Adams, which set out from Edgartown, Martha’s Vineyard,
on what would be the final voyage of its captain, William Martin.
Martin was a Black whaling captain with 40+ years experience at

I sea, rising through the ranks to the highest

he position on the vessel four decades later as

\“\ master of the Eunice H. Adams.

We were joined by Skip Finley, author of Whal-
ing Captains of Color and perhaps the foremost
expert on Martin to discuss Martin’s life and
times. We also heard from PPL’s first Digital
Humanities Fellow, Abby Dolan, who worked
hard building new capabilities into our online
project.

S —

As part of our Nicholson Whaling Collection,
PPL is fortunate to have a wide range of documentary material relat-
ed to the 1887 voyage of the Eunice H. Adams, and this website
provides an opportunity for users to examine those documents in
various contexts and develop connections of their own. A more
important reason to showcase this particular voyage from among the
many in the Library’s Nicholson Collection is the light it casts upon
the notable role that people of color played in this crucial American
industry. By the same token, whaling and other nautical occupations
are being increasingly recognized for their importance in the long
struggle against slavery in the United States.

This project was made possible by funding from the Papitto
Opportunity Connection.


https://nicholsonwhaling.org/scalar/william-martins-1877-whaling-voyage/index
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