
PROVIDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Special Collections 

002-03-10 
Rhode Island Glass Plate Negative Collection 

1880s-1920s 
 
OVERVIEW OF THE COLLECTION  
Number:  002-03-10 
 
Title:  Rhode Island Glass Plate Negative Collection 
 
Creator:  Providence Public Library, collector.  

Arnold, James N. (James Newell), 1844-1927 
Turner, Sheldon Knight, 1898-1977 
Nickerson, Minnie B., 1869-1940  
James, C.E.  
Simonds, Philip B., Jr., 1906-1989  

 
Dates:  1880s-1920s 
 
Quantity:  8 boxes (total 3.5 linear feet)   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION  
Acquisition:  Bulk of images were collected without any attribution. Some negatives are  

believed to be from James N. Arnold, but are unable to be officially 
attributed. Small collections of negatives were identified by creator on their 
original envelopes. Those individuals are included as creators and are 
noted in the full itemized inventory.  

 
Accruals:  No accruals are expected. 
 
Custodial history:  Unknown.  
 
Processed by:  The collection was processed by Kate Wells in 2019. 
 
Conservation:  Not applicable.  
 
Language:  Materials are in English.  
 
RIGHTS AND ACCESS 
Access:  This collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Providence 
  Public Library, Special Collections department.   
 
Preferred Citation:  Researchers are requested to use the following citation format:   

[item number], [item title], Rhode Island Glass Plate Negative Collection, 
Special Collections, Providence Public Library  
 

 



002-03-10, RI Glass Plate Negative Collection 
2 

Property Rights:  Copyright has not been assigned to Providence Public Library. All requests  
for permission to publish or quote from manuscripts must be obtained by 
the researcher from the copyright holder.  

 
INFORMATION FOR RESEARCHERS 
Separated material  None.  

Published description Not applicable.  

Location of originals Not applicable.  

Location of copies Many images were printed and are part of the Rhode Island General  
Photograph Collection. Prints are digitized on ​www.provlibdigital.org​.  
 

Publication note  Not applicable.  

Subject headings  Rhode Island – Description and travel 
Rhode Island – Pictorial works.  
Dry plate negatives. lctgm. 

 
SEE ALSO  
002-03-06, Rhode Island General Photograph Collection 
029-03, James N. Arnold Image Collection 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
The Rhode Island Glass Plate Negative Collection is an artificial collection created by the 
Providence Public Library according to format type. The Collection incorporates various 
acquisitions and gifts. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENTS OF THE COLLECTION  
The Rhode Island Glass Plate Negative Collection contains images related to geographic locations, 
buildings and organizations in the State of Rhode Island as well as various miscellaneous images 
found with the collection.  

ORGANIZATION OF THE COLLECTION  
The negatives are arranged by size.  
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION 

Box # Item id Item Title 

1 001 [Exeter barn} 

1 002 [Exeter stone wall] 

1 003 [Exeter damage to work room] 

1 004 [Exeter stone wall] 

1 005 [Exeter farmhouse] 

1 006 [Exeter house] 

1 007 [Exeter farm] 

1 008 Watchemoket Fire Station exterior 

1 009 Watchemoket Fire Station exterior 

1 010 Watchemoket Fire Station exterior 

1 011 Watchemoket Fire Station exterior 

1 012 Mol? City Hall Gardens, 1917 

1 013 Providence City Hall 

1 014 Cranston Coal Mines 

1 015 Rhode Island National Guard 107th Signal Co 

1 016 Rocky Point, Warwick. Clarence and wife Margaret at Rocky Point, taken about 
1908-1912 

1 017 Crescent Park slide 

1 018 Torpedo boats docked in Newport 

1 019 Warships docked in Newport 

1 020 Sailboards with torpedo boat in Newport harbor 

1 021 Brown University Rockefeller Hall, 1910 
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1 022 Hall and Lyons Apothecary store, Newport, RI 

1 023 Grace Church, Providence 

1 024 Rhode Island State Normal School, Providence, 1910 

1 025 Kinsley's Wharf, Newport 

1 026 E.D. Morgan House, Newport, RI 

1 027 Middletown (Purgatory) 

1 028 Life Station at Narragansett Pier 

1 029 Hoppin Hill, Newport 

1 030 Old Stone Mill, Newport 

1 031 Old Stone Mill, Newport 

1 032 Circus parade on Westminster Street 

1 033 Post Office, Providence, 1910 

1 034 View of East Side from Congdon Street with the State House, Providence, 

1 035 View from Prospect Terrace, 1910 

1 036 Roger Williams Park gates 

1 037 Roger Williams Park band stand 

1 038 Roger Williams Park Museum 

1 039 Roger Williams Park boathouse 

1 040 Cathedral Square, Westminter & Weybosset Streets, Providence 

1 041 State House, Providence, 1910 

1 042 Windmill, Newport 

1 043 Boston Post Office and United States Sub-Treasury Building 

1 044 115 High Street, Bristol RI "Flag House" 

1 045 Spectacle Pond, Cranston 

 

 



002-03-10, RI Glass Plate Negative Collection 
5 

1 046 Hook and Ladder Co, No. 5 

1 047 14 Olneyville Square, Waterman Building 

1 048 Swimmers at Merino Park 

1 049 Providence Water Front 

1 050 Long Pond in 1895 

2 051 Dining Room 

2 052 Group portrait including Ida Lewis, Tom, Rudolph, etc. 

2 053 Purgatory Chasm, Middletown, RI 

2 054 Auchincloss Estate, 1906 

2 055 Ed Gosling's Boat 

2 056 Sloop at sail 

2 057 Sloop at sail 

2 058 Auchincloss estate, 1906 

2 059 Unidentified 18th century house 

2 060 5 masted schooner, Newport 

2 061 Dr. Becha's boat, Newport 

2 062 Dr. Bedeis boat, Newport 

2 063 Catboat "Rainbow", Newport 

2 064 Yacht "Aloha", Newport 

2 065 Yacht "Aloha", Newport 

2 066 Willoughby's boat, Newport 

2 067 Willoughby's boat, Newport 

2 068 Willoughby's boat, Newport 

2 069 Willoughby's boat, Newport 
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2 070 unidentfied sailboat, Newport 

2 071 Capt. Connoly's "Alice", Newport 

2 072 Seaman's boat "Helen", Newport 

2 073 Catboat, Newport 

2 074 U.S.S.Constellation (frigate), Newport 

2 075 Warship, Newport 

2 076 Warship, Newport 

2 077 J.D. Richardson & Co. wagon, Newport 

2 078 J.D. Richardson & Co. wagon, Newport 

2 079 Postal, Telegraph & Cable office, Newport 

2 080 First Baptist Church, Providence 

2 081 First Baptist Church, Providence 

2 082 South Ferry Church, Narragansett 

2 083 First Baptist Church, Providence 

2 084 First Baptist Church, Providence 

2 085 Spraying orchard, 1908 

2 086 Old Home Week at Exchange Place, Providence, 1907 

2 087 Fishing, Newport 

2 088 Fishing, Newport 

2 089 Fishing, Newport 

2 090 Point Judith Wharf , Narragansett 

2 091 Point Judith Wharf , Narragansett (duplicate) 

2 092 Point Judtih wharf, Narragansett 

2 093 Point Judtih wharf, Narragansett (duplicate) 
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2 094 Block Island fishing boats 

2 095 Block Island fishing boats (duplicate) 

2 096 Ice in Newport harbor 

2 097 Newport harbor 

2 098 Gilbert Stuart House, North Kingstown 

2 099 Gilbert Stuart House, North Kingstown (duplicate) 

2 100 Gilbert Stuart House, North Kingstown 

2 101 Gilbert Stuart House, North Kingstown (duplicate) 

2 102 Ochre Court gardens 

2 103 Charles Warren Lippitt House 

2 104 Arthur Curtis James - Blue Gardens 

2 105 Unidentified wooden house 

2 106 Unidentified group portrait in front of wooden structure 

2 107 Sprague family vault 

2 108 Stream in woods 

2 109 Stream in woods 

2 110 Meadow and rocky hillside 

2 111 Unidentified farm 

2 112 Children on rocks 

2 113 Exterior of house 

2 114 Grave of William Jones Dyer 

2 115 Friends Meetinghouse 

2 116 Unidentified landscape 

2 117 Two individuals standing on rocks 
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2 118 Street view of house and storefront 

2 119 Gravestone in family plot 

2 120 Gravestones of Thomas Wilson Dorr and family members 

3 121 Farmhoue with field including two gravestones 

3 122 Cows in meadow 

3 123 Two cottages and empty lot 

3 124 Group of gravestones in family plot 

3 125 Rocks in forest 

3 126 Rural street view of house and field 

3 127 Unidentified street view and house 

3 128 Mine with structure 

3 129 Ruins in hillside 

3 130 Tree on rocky hillside 

3 131 Boulder on hillside 

3 132 Farmhouse and outbuildings 

3 133 Ruins of furnace 

3 134 Boulder on hillside 

3 135 View of landscape 

3 136 Unidentified landscape 

3 137 Grave of John Davis 

3 138 View of two tombstones 

3 139 Cemetery 

3 140 James N. Arnold at monument to John Wickes 

3 141 Unidentified building 
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3 142 Grave of Byron Diman 

3 143 Tomb of William Gregory 

3 144 Unidentified 

3 145 Interior of kitchen with table set for tea. 

3 146 Interior of kitchen with table set for tea. (duplicate) 

3 147 Still life 

3 148 Unidentified 

3 149 Unidentified 

3 150 Unidentified 

3 151 Meadows with houses 

3 152 Unidentified 

3 153 Portrait of woman 

3 154 Street view of house and storefront 

3 155 Monument in cemetery 

3 156 Group of gravestones in cemetery 

3 157 Exeter 

3 158 Exeter 

3 159 Newport Harbor 

3 160 Wright's Tavern, Concord Massachusetts 

3 161 Waterwheel 

3 162 Unidentified wooden house 

3 163 Portrait of girl on bicycle 

3 164 The Glebe, Gate 

3 165 The Glebe, Gate 
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3 166 The Glebe, House 

3 167 The Glebe, Gate (duplicate) 

3 168 The Glebe, Gate (duplicate) 

3 169 The Glebe, Gate (duplicate) 

3 170 Bristol Ferry Light 

3 171 Point Judith Lighthouse 

3 172 Point Judith Lighthouse 

3 173 Sakonnet Light Station 

3 174 Sakonnet Light Station 

3 175 Point Judith Lighthouse 

3 176 Whale Rock Lightstation 

3 177 Sakonnet Point surf 

3 178 Sakonnet Point surf 

3 179 Rosie 

3 180 Silver Heels 

3 181 Massasoit, Indian chief 

3 182 Massasoit, Indian chief 

3 183 Massasoit, Indian chief 

3 184 Indian Rock, Narragansett 

3 185 Indian Rock, Narragansett 

3 186 Indian Rock, Narragansett 

3 187 Indian Rock, Narragansett 

3 188 The Towers, Narragansett 

3 189 Narragansett Pier beach 
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4 190 Narragansett Pier beach 

4 191 Old Man rock 

4 192 Narragansett Pier beach 

4 193 Old Man rock 

4 194 Hook and Ladder, Newport 

4 195 Cliff Walk arches, Newport 

4 196 Betsy Williams Cottage 

4 197 Benedict Memorial Temple Of Music 

4 198 Betsy Williams Cottage 

4 199 Betsy Williams Cottage 

4 200 Antique car 

4 201 Antique car 

4 202 Model T Ford Coupe 

4 203 Model T Ford Coupe 

4 204 Union Station fire damage 

4 205 Elm Street, Westerly 

4 206 Jamestown windmill 

4 207 Jamestown windmill 

4 208 Boyd's windmill in Portsmouth 

4 209 Boyd's windmill in Portsmouth 

4 210 Boyd's windmill in Portsmouth (duplicate) 

4 211 Windmill, Newport 

4 212 Gravestone in cemeter 

4 213 Casket and dug grave in small cemetery plot 
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4 214 Money family graves 

4 215 Drum Rock 

4 216 Greene family gravestones 

4 217 Large boulder in woods 

4 218 Gravestone 

4 219 Wooded landscape 

4 220 Small cemetery with gravestones 

4 221 Mr. (James N.) Arnold's birthplace 

4 222 Graves of William Sprague and Mary Sprague 

4 223 Gravestone 

5 224 Gravestones in cemetery with houses in background 

5 225 Portrait of a man in a chair 

5 226 Portait of a man 

5 227 Unidentified wooden house 

5 228 Unidentified farmhouse 

5 229 Unidentified wooden house 

5 230 Woman standing in doorway of house 

5 231 Unidentified house and barn 

5 232 Unidentified house 

5 233 Unidentified house 

5 234 Two men standing outside colonial house 

5 235 Two men standing outside colonial house 

5 236 Unidentified house 

5 237 Unidentified house and barn 
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5 238 Unidenitified house 

5 239 Unidentified house 

5 240 Entrance to Free Congregational Church 

5 241 Entrance to Free Congregational Church 

5 242 Unidentified house 

5 243 Pond landscape 

5 244 Unidentified house 

5 245 Group portrait at 86 Elm Street 

5 246 Portrait of an unidentified woman 

5 247 Portrait of an unidentified woman 

5 248 Portait of an unidentified young man 

5 249 A.M. Smith at Cork Light 

5 250 Unidentified 

5 251 Portrait of mother and child in garden 

5 252 Portait of an unidentified woman 

5 253 Portait of an unidentified woman 

5 254 Margaret's grave and Agnes May 

5 255 Unidentified small cemetery in fields 

5 256 Exeter 

5 257 Exeter 

5 258 A.M. Smith [illegible] 

5 259 Exeter 

5 260 Exeter 

5 261 Exeter 

 

 



002-03-10, RI Glass Plate Negative Collection 
14 

5 262 Exeter 

5 263 Unidentified house 

6 264 Oakdale Mfg. Co., Butterine on South Water St 

6 265 W.J. Braitsch & Co. 

6 266 Exchange Place, Providence 

6 267 Rhode Island School of Design, Waterman Street 

6 268 Providence Athletic Association office 

6 269 City Hall, Providence 

6 270 Entrance to First Baptist Church, Providence 

6 271 Central Congregational Church 

6 272 Mathewson Street Methodist Episcopal Church 

6 273 Banigan (Grosvenor-Amico) Building 

6 274 Banigan (Grosvenor-Amico) Building 

6 275 Equitable Building, 33 Weybosset St 

6 276 Butler Exchange 

6 277 Brown University, Sayles Hall 

6 278 Brown University 

6 279 Brown University 

6 280 Brown University 

6 281 Providence Harbor looking north 

6 282 Steamboat "Corsain" 

6 283 Water Street, Block Island 

6 284 Easton's Beach, Newport 

6 285 Narragansett beach sunbathers 
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6 286 Bajnotti Fountain 

6 287 Churchill House, Providence 

6 288 Market House and Market Square 

6 289 Looking west from rear of Three Ones fire station, left and Union RR Depot, right 

6 290 Feeding ducks at Roger Williams Park 

6 291 Engine Company 8 

6 292 Providence Public Library, architectural drawing 

6 293 Providence Public Library from Greene Street 

6 294 Providence Public Library from Fountain Street 

6 295 Providence Public Library, Washington Street view 

6 296 Empire and Washington Streets 

6 297 Providence Public Library, Washington Street 

6 298 Providence Public Library, Washington and Greene Streets 

6 299 Providence Public Library, Greene Street 

6 300 Providence Public Library, Circulation Department 

6 301 Providence Public Library, Information Desk 

6 302 Providence Public Library, Foreign Language department 

6 303 Providence Public Library, Foreign Language department 

6 304 Providence Public Library, reading alcove 

6 305 Providence Public Library, reading alcove 

6 306 Providence Public Library, Washington Street 

6 307 Looking west from rear of Three Ones fire station, left and Union RR Depot, right 

6 308 Scene on Market Square, Providence, in 1844 

6 309 Lower Exchange Place 
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6 310 Looking north across Cove 

6 311 Looking north across Cove 

6 312 Railroad freight house and Cove 

6 313 Union Station railroad yard and Cove 

6 314 Streetcar tracks in cobblestone road with bridge in background 

6 315 Trinity United Methodist Church 

6 316 Rhode Island Institute for the Deaf 

6 317 Crawford Square 

6 318 Pawtucket High School 

6 319 Girl in Pony Cart 

6 320 Andrew B. Kelly in carriage with park horses 

6 321 Horse and carriage 

6 322 Trolley in Exchange Place 

6 323 Hoppin (Thomas Frederick) House 

7 324 Home for Aged Men and Aged Couples, Providence 

7 325 Unidentified stone mill building 

7 326 Unidentified cottage 

7 327 Providence Fire Department horse carriage 

7 328 Newport Harbor 

7 329 The Breakers, Newport 

7 330 Store, Depot for Carpenters Renovator 

7 331 Sailboat 

7 332 Abraham Whipple 

7 333 Portrait of Esek Hopkins 
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7 334 Market Square 

7 335 School Room 

7 336 Continental Band 

7 337 View of Providence from Prospect Terrace 

7 338 View of Providence form Prospect Terrace 

7 339 Burnside Statue 

7 340 Burnside Statue 

7 341 Burnside Statue 

7 342 Columbus Statue 

7 343 Market House and Market Square 

7 344 Views of Roger Williams Park 

7 345 Pond and geese in Roger Williams Park 

7 346 Columbus Statue 

7 347 Bajnotti Fountain, Providence 

7 348 Falconer Statue, Roger Williams Park 

7 349 Roger Williams Park Boathouse 

7 350 Roger Williams Park Boathouse, rear view 

7 351 Roger Williams Park Casino 

7 352 Roger Williams Park Boathouse 

7 353 Roger Williams Park Boathouse, side view 

7 354 Roger Williams Park Casino 

7 355 Roger Williams Monument at Roger Williams Park 

7 356 David Park, Providence 

7 357 Lower Weybosset Street, Providence 

 

 



002-03-10, RI Glass Plate Negative Collection 
18 

7 358 Weybosset Street, Providence 

7 359 Weybosset Street, Providence 

7 360 Weybosset Street, Providence 

7 361 Westminster Street, Providence 

7 362 Dorrance Street and Dorrance Hotel 

7 363 Dorrance Street and Dorrance Hotel 

7 364 Dorrance Street and Dorrance Hotel 

7 365 Westminster Street, Providence 

7 366 A map of the town of Providence by Daniel Anthony, 1803 

7 367 Unidentified farm house 

7 368 Schooner at sail 

7 369 Unidentified engine room 

7 370 Unidentified landscape of pond and woods 

7 371 Unidentified waterfall amongst rocks and trees 

7 372 Camp site with tents 

7 373 Group portrait of men outside log cabin 

7 374 Group of men on the porch of a log cabin 

7 375 Group portrait on staircase 

7 376 Portrait of a boy 

7 377 Portrait of a woman 

7 378 Camp site with tents 

7 379 Unidentified house on a lake 

7 380 Unidentified farm house 

7 381 Group of men sitting around a campfire 
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7 382 Exchange Place, Providence 

7 383 Aldrich House fire ruins 

7 384 South Main Street 

7 385 Mr. (James N.) Arnold's birthplace 

7 386 Canoe in lake 

7 387 Unidentified house 

7 388 Men pose in front of a log cabin under construction 

7 389 Unidentified village 

7 390 Pawtuxet River bridge and harbor 

7 391 Providence River from Fort Hill 

8 392 Brenton Reef Lightship 

8 393 Summit of Mount Hope, Bristol 

8 394 Field's Point, Providence 

8 395 Old Furnace Falls 

8 395 George S. Burleigh's house, Little Compton 

8 396 Cutting ice, Pocasset Ice Company 

8 397 Columbus Arch 

8 398 Sabin House 

8 399 Watchemoket Fire Station No. 1 

8 400 Butterfly Factory 

8 401 Views of people swimming in Merino Park 

8 402 South East Light Station, Block Island 

8 403 Sandy Point Light, Prudence Island 

8 404 Headstone of Elizabeth Pabodie, Little Compton 
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8 405 Providence Corinthian Yacht Club 

8 406 Interior of Corinthian Yacht Club 

8 407 Fishing steamer on Seaconnet River 

8 409 View of a rocky coastline 

8 410 Two men standing on the deck of a sailboat 

8 411 Sailor sitting in the rigging along the bowsprit 

8 412 Three men sit along a dock 

8 413 Artist drawing a man dressed as a pirate 

8 414 A man mixes cocktails while on a boat 

8 415 Men sitting on deck of sailboat 

8 416 Sailor on deck of sailboat 

8 417 Sailor standing aloft on spreader of a sailboat 

8 418 Sailor stands on deck of gaff-rigged cutter in harbor 

8 419 Artist at work on deck of sailboat 

8 420 Man stands on the deck of a sailboat 

8 421 Group of men aboard a sailboat 

8 422 Two men relax on the deck of a sailboat 

8 423 Two sailors stand on the deck of a sailboat 

8 424 Group of sailors lowering a ship's boat 

8 425 Two painters sitting at easels 

8 426 Man relaxed on deck of sailboat 

8 427 Interior of a living room 

8 428 Group of men aboard a sailboat 

8 429 Group of sailors on deck of a sailboat 
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8 430 Group of wooden structures 

8 431 Man resting on deck of sailboat 

8 432 A gaff-rigged cutter anchored at shore 

8 433 Man looking thru binoculars on deck of boat 

8 434 Two men sit at the helm of a sailboat 

8 435 A boating party on a sloop 

8 436 A bearded man on a sailboat 

8 437 A man stands on a coil of rope 

8 438 Man sitting towards the bow of a sailboat 

8 439 Man resting on deck of sailboat 

 

 

 


